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About the composer

Frank Erickson was born In Spokane, Washington in 1923. During his last year of high
school he composed his first concert band number. Following four years in the service
during World War Il he began his writing career as a jazz arranger, and s, his
interest in serious music grew he began studies in composition with Mario
Castelnuovo-Tedesco. He later entered the University of Southern \Californianas \a
composition major and while a student began arranging half time shows for the USC
marching band. By the time he received his masters degree from USC he had several
published band numbers, the first of which was Little Suite for Band. Buring the 50's
his career soared with the publication of such perineal favorités as Balladair, Air for
Band, Fantasy for Band and Toccata for Band. Ad&w%has overn500 publications
including 250 original works for band and is active as‘ @, composer and\guest
conductor, both in the United States and abroad.

About the composition

Spoon River is an American folk-dance or fiddle-tune, the same melody that was used
by Percy Grainger in his composition, SpoomRiver. The firstveight measures in unison
woodwinds is followed by the main melody (harmonized_ quitestraditionally) and seven
variations, varying widely in character and length witheut{the usual marked distinction
found in more traditional themé and variation forms,

Rehearsal Suggestion$

Articulations are important, particularly(in the distinction between short and longer
notes in the fastér, rhythmical segtions. In the opening measure as an example, the
first, second and forth beats should all be rather marked and separated in
comparisoft withbthe slurred third beat: this rhythm occurs regularly throughout the
number. | Tenutd marks on many of the quarter notes should all be observed,
indicating theyShould be héld their full value. In the slower sections the metronomic
markings should be clesely followed and avoid “dragging” the tempo. The two ritards
in meastires 654and 134 should both be gradual, leading into the variation that
follows. 'If a tener drum is not available, a tom-tom may be substituted.
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