v}ﬁ makemusic- PUBLICATIONS | DEVELOPING BAND

GRADE 1.5-2

LONE, WILD BIRD

WILLIAM WALKER

Arranged by BRIAN BALMAGES

INSTRUMENTATION
1 Conductor Score 4 FHorn WORLD
8 Flute 4 Trombone truments anw“ s
2 Oboe 2 Eu pho nium Ifred.com/supple tal
2 Bassoon 2 Baritone T.C. Ito Clarin b
5 BbClarinet 1 4 Tuba Contra xrinet
5 BbClarinet 2 2 Timpani BhC @CIarinet
2 BbBass Clarinet 2 qu
4  Eb Alto Saxophone 2 Bb Tromibone T.C.
2 BbTenor Saxophone 2 QTrombone B.C.
2 EbBaritone Saxophone 3 0 Euphonium B.C.
4 BbTrumpet 1 Bb Tuba T.C.
4 BbTrumpet 2 & B Tuba B.C.

Eb Tuba T.C.

Eb Tuba B.C.

String Bass

R

@ 2

The Marcu
2021 2022 Mar

of this commission:

The Miller Family, and The Puckett Family.

Alfred

(D)

ymphony dedicates this piece to the members of the
and and the following families for their title sponsorship

r anbrlght The Handley Family, James D. and Rose Ann Jones,

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system.

The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.

60




THE ARRANGER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His
music has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall, the
Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts, and
many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from the
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA William D.
Revelli Composition Contest with his work Love and Light, and is a
member of the prestigious American Bandmasters Association. Ba
was awarded the inaugural James Madison University Distingui

inauguration of the institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was also perform 0
the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pres
Vice President Biden. 6

as university and professional groups throughout the world. Nota : appea have
usic Confer ustralia),
on Natio ﬁerence,

tly, h f ctor of

In the fall of 2021, the Marcus High School Ban n The Lone, ?d by William Walker from the
Southern Harmony Songbook as the ball its m g s.how%g amous by Stephen Paulus in his
work The Road Home, the music descri earning for so missing or lost, something so
treasured it can only be found_ through d'é calling. Thw5 ts really latched on and the melody has

held a special significance to t gra nce.In pa r, one phrase by Paulus made its mark:
“There is no such beauty as wher belong.” &

There is also a verse from th
bird in lofty flight, is stilldui

included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, |
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Dire
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and ©
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfred and Make

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all- | ensemb!es:s@

ABOUT THE MUSIC

n th as inspiration for this arrangement: “The lone, wild

Commissioned b
2023 Midwest

School Wind’Symphony and Director of Bands Jeffrey D. Jones for their
ormance, this m/gement is my own take on this beautiful melody inspired by the

powerful lyrics néd above. It beg ith a three-note motif derived from the full melody.
This three com everal times throughout the work as a unifying device, especially
during t i ne of mygfavotite moments occurs just before measure 39, when the entire ensemble is
i nd doing a c:go to forte for the first time in the piece. Then they arrive at the
which i dlately pulls the rug out from everyone who was expecting a huge climactic

§ then leads into, 4 re the music reaches its most powerful moment (dynamically, anyway — one
d easily arguq ere are many other “most powerful moments” throughout the piece that are much

While “’W y written for younger bands, the orchestration features some instruments not often given

nt, as a soft due@ en bells and vibraphone emerges, almost like the sound of a music box.
t

the spotli t this level, such as oboe, horn, and bassoon (all of these are cued elsewhere, of course). Many
schools have some of their most gifted students on these instruments, and it seems such a tragedy that so
many pieces avoid shining a light on them. As mentioned, these are all cued and the work will sound
absolutely fine without these instruments. But...if you have talented kids playing these instruments, what a
joy it will be to actually hear them playing in the full ensemble.

—Brian Balmages
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