PROGRAM NOTES

Wanting Memories is one of Ysaye Barnwell’s most frequently performed and
best-known compositions. Her words speak to the power of relationships and
how those relationships form and shape who we become as people. Tho

we call friends, including our parents, influence us in ways that shape
perspective through which we can view the world if we can only taw

to look.

Beginning with an ostinato bass line, the voices quickly add .
than crescendo, the increase in dynamics, which should begin
mp, allows the added voices to create the crescendo as ea
and remains there. As the second verse enters at measu

build the dynamics.

TEXT \
I am sitting here wanting memori ach me
To see the beauty of the w% y own eyes

You used to rock me in the le of your arms
You said you’d holdume till the pains of 1i g
You said you’d e in times like d now I need you,

And now I nee ouare g

And I am sitti
To see t
I thoug
you

anting memorie chme

gh my own eyes.

I know you’re with me;
ed to hear.

were gone,
voice that whispe
“please,” a ¢ u,” and a smile will take me far,
ow that [ am y, you are me and we are one,

ow tha?ho umbered in each grain of sand,

ow tha % essed again and over again.

—Ysaye M. Barnwell

Available editions

—> SATB Chorus unaccompanied 9280
SSAA Chorus unaccompanied 9281
SAB unaccompanied 9282
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