PROGRAM NOTES

Commissioned for the GALA Choruses festival V and directed by Rodney Eichenberger, this was the‘preeminent event
for Gay and Lesbian choruses from around the world.

The composer was inspired by the women of China who were an example to women all over the world of what it can
look like to rise up from the despair of an oppressive regime or embedded societal inequality/This is an anthem for
women’s empowerment.

When programmed with women choruses, this will become a catalyst for deepening the vocal ecommunity to champion
women’s rights and for equality in our society.

TEXT

We, yes, we are rising up from the depths of our despair, we are women of the world.
We’re from the East, South, West, and North.

We’re from the mountains, the valleys, cities, and farms.

We’re from poverty, illiteracy, circumcision, shame.

We are housewives, non-to-five, mothers displaced.

We are women of the world and we’re coming from Beijing ready for change.

We’re telling our stories and sharing our lives‘mever again can our truth be'denied.
We’ve untied our tongues and we’re speaking out loud, bound our feet and we’re marching toward freedom.
Teaching each other power, together we’re building a better tomorrow.

—Ysaye M. Barnwell

Dr. Ysaye M. Barnwellis acommissioned composer, artanger, author, and actress. Born in New York City in 1946, she
began her 15-year violin instruction at age two and a half. She went on to earn degrees in speech pathology (BS, MSEd),
craniotomy-facial studies (Ph:D.) and public health (MSPH). In addition, she was awarded honorary doctoral degrees
from theological §eminaries in Chicago, Illinois and Alexandria, Virginia.

Dr. Barnwelltaught at Howard University College of Dentistry for over a decade, later moving on to overseeing public
health projeets. In 1979, she joined the Gtammy winning African American female a cappella ensemble Sweet Honey in
the Rock, and. in the ensuing thirty-four yeafs, appeared as a vocalist and instrumentalist on over thirty recordings with
Sweet Honey and other artists.

For severawwl| decades, she also served as teacher and choral clinician in African American cultural performance.
She led “Building a Vocal Community: Singing in the African American Tradition” workshop in the United States,
Canada, Great Britain, and Australia. Conducted in the oral tradition, it utilized an African world view and explored
African American history, values, cultural, and vocal traditions to build communities of song among both singers and
non-singers. Her pedagogyis highly respected among musicians, educators, health workers, activists, organizers, and
members of both corporate and non-profit sectors.

In addition, Dr. Barnwell has published two books for children: No Mirrors in My Nana's House and We Are One, and
made appearances.on the television program 4 Man Called Hawk and in the film Beloved. Composing music for dance,
choral, filmand video, she has received commissions from countless organizations including Sesame Street, Alvin Ailey
American Danee Theater, and the King’s Singers to name just a few.

E. C. Schirmer Music Company is proud to be the publishing home for Dr. Barnwell’s choral music. Please visit
ecspublishing.com for a complete listing of her works.
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Sound-Bite from Beijing

We Are Rising Up
for Four-Part Treble Chorus (divisi) unaccompanied,
with opt. String Bass or Tuned Percussion

Words and Music by
Ysaye M. Barnwell

Deliberately J=68

- -
I I
1
I <  E—T e —
(melody) —=¢ | j |
v —
We,_ —— yes, we are__ . ris - ing up Ris - ing
A | I :
i - =
11 &> v b5 4 { |
N 1
D)
f) | 0 :
i - -
IV (2 D b I/ I I
SV Ld =x 1 1
\e
Deliberately J = 68
S e— R T e S P
GESEES SSSE===— e ——u !
Keyboard N for rehearsal only
&by - -
& b
3
r () |
g 1D bH | I ]
g\ H VI - | - |
> I I
D)
f) | 1 | |
oy e L == — e |
>, " 7 _* —
from the_4£ . depths of our de - spair, yes,
Z-b5 - T ]
y A\ FI-,\ [ Vi | - | I |
H—>> I I i I
o e e
Yes, and
b5 - T - ]
y A Fl',\ LA | |
LSS 2 I I
\ e
0 b e S— i —_ e —— i — i
SRR e S S s e s RS ===
S = =
O 1 .
GO = = i |
D e g

Reproducible part for opt. String Bass/Tuned Percussion is available as a free download at www.ecspublishing.com
Search for the product number 9287 and find the link under Complimentary Downloads in the More Information tab.

Copyright © 1995 Ysayje M. Barnwell, transferred to Ione Press, Inc. (BMI),
a division of ECS Publishing Group.
www.ecspublishing.com All rightes reserved.
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