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Piccolo

Flute 1/Piccolo

Flute 2/Piccolo

Flute 3/Alto Flute

Flute 4/Alto Flute

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Oboe 3/Engl ish Horn

Clar inet in Eb

Clar inet in Bb 1

Clar inet in Bb 2

Clar inet in Bb 3

Clar inet in Bb 4

Bass Clar inet 1

Bass Clar inet 2

Contrabass Clar inet

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Bassoon 3/ Contrabassoon

Soprano Sax

Alto Sax

Tenor Sax

Baritone Sax

Bass Sax (Optional)

Trumpet in C 1

Trumpet in C 2

Trumpet in C 3

Trumpet in C 4

Trumpet in Bb 1 (Optional)

Trumpet in Bb 2 (Optional)

Trumpet in Bb 3 (Optional)

Trumpet in Bb 4 (Optional)

Horn in F 1

Horn in F 2

Horn in F 3

Horn in F 4

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Trombone 3

Bass Trombone

Euphonium (T.C. )

Euphonium (B.C. )

Tuba

Contrabass

Acoust ic Guitar  (Optional)

Harp

Piano (Opt .  Celeste)

Organ (Optional)

Timpani

Percussion 1 :

Marimba

Suspended Cymbal

Tambourine

Percussion 2 :

Xylophone

Chimes

Snare Drum

Guiro

Triangle

Percussion 3 :

Glockenspiel

Tam-Tam

Whips (2)  -  1  small ,  1  large

Mounted Tambourine
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Percussion 4 :

Crotales

Crash Cymbals

China Cymbal

Anvi l

Chimes

Small  Wood Block

Metal  Objects (4)

Percussion 5 :

Vibraphone

Ratchet

Toms (4)

Percussion 6:

Bass Drum

Chimes

Wood Blocks (5)

Vibraphone

Percussion 7 :

Drum Set

Temple Blocks (5)

Guiro

Glockenspiel





During the f i rst  winter of  the COVID-19 pandemic,  I  created a wind ensemble piece ent i t led A Wild

Christmas Nightcap that offered an ent irely sat i r ical  take on the blatant commercial izat ion of  the

Christmas hol idays in comparison to the sent imental i ty one might experience during the season i tself .  I t

was written ent irely for  fun,  dur ing a t ime where larger ensembles were not yet able to safely come back

together to perform l ive music again.  I  also worked on my f i rst  symphony during this t ime – an epic,

mult imedia,  interdiscipl inary piece in collaborat ion with a group of art ists who al l  had something to

contr ibute to i t  and who al l  had something to say within the thematic framework of  the piece i tself .

Cut to a few years later .

When I  f i rst  heard that T .U.X.  People’s Music was seeking to expand their  hol iday catalog offer ings,  I  knew

that I  wanted to contr ibute to i t  in some capacity .  I  also knew that I  didn't  want to necessar i ly focus on

writ ing a piece about any hol idays celebrated during the winter season.  So,  I  ended up gravitat ing

towards thinking about the autumn season (my favor ite of  the year)  and thought about the hol idays that

are general ly celebrated during this t ime in the United States.

Then my thoughts dr i f ted to pumpkin spice.  And I  knew exactly what I  wanted to write .

Pumpkin spice (or ,  rather,  pumpkin pie spice)  has been around for centur ies .  One of the earl iest  known

recipes for i t  – “Pompkin” ,  in Amelia Simmons’s 1796 cookbook “American Cookery”  – cal ls  for  a spice mix

consist ing of mace,  nutmeg, and ginger in combinat ion with other ingredients .  Another recipe in the same

book cal ls  for  al lspice and ginger .  I t  wasn’t  unt i l  1934 when McCormick & Company created and sold their

blended pumpkin pie spice for the very f i rst  t ime - i ts  commercial izat ion quickly fol lowed.

The era of  “pumpkin spice” ,  as I ’ l l  cal l  i t  here,  is  more recent .  I  tend to think that the idea of i t  s lowly

began with the introduct ion of  the Pumpkin Spice Latte by Starbucks in 2003.  Credited to employee Peter

Dukes,  that dr ink underwent mult iple i terat ions throughout the years unt i l  2015,  when Starbucks began to

include real  pumpkin in the recipe.  The pumpkin spice era real ly started to take off  in the 2010s with this

dr ink (and the many others soon to fol low) .  Now, every fal l  in America,  pumpkin spice is  EVERYWHERE -

in foods and products that make sense to include i t ,  and in other foods and products that real ly shouldn’t

be touching the stuff  with a nine-and-a-half-foot pole.  We, as a society,  are obsessed with pumpkin spice

– i t  is  now that closely connected to the sent imental i ty and warmth that we feel  dur ing the autumn

season.

So,  I  knew that this piece would incorporate the pumpkin spice era in some capacity .  The other element

that ult imately came into play was Halloween,  which is  the t ime of the year where the horror genre

especial ly thr ives – novels by Stephen King,  Mary Shelley,  and Bram Stoker ;  the Universal  and Hammer

monster movies;  newer l i terature and media created by amazing art ists ;  and so much more.  As a f i lm nerd

especial ly ,  I  love to revis i t  these classics dur ing the fal l  ( the good and,  yes,  the bad) – not just  for  the

spooks and/or the laughs,  but to also admire the craft  and art istry and hard work put towards creat ing

them. To me, there’s something t imeless about al l  of  i t .

With al l  of  this in mind,  a quest ion randomly popped into my head at  one point :  “What i f  any of  these

classic,  t imeless monsters tr ied to get pumpkin spice in the modern era?”

Thus,  Pumpkin Madness was born.  

CONTINUED

ABOUT:

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

This symphony is  meant to be performed from start  to f in ish without pause.  While i t  is  preferred that

the ent ire symphony be featured,  the Epi logue (beginning at  bar 814)  may also be performed on i ts

own i f  desired.

I t  is  encouraged that ,  i f  possible,  al l  Horn parts be doubled for an eight-horn sect ion.

Posit ion Piano/Celeste,  Acoust ic Guitar ,  Contrabass,  and Percussion 7 as close to each other as

possible on stage to form a quasi- jazz combo.  I f  necessary,  l ightly amplify Acoust ic Guitar .



Before writ ing any music whatsoever,  I  sought to create a theatr ical  narrat ive that would attempt to

answer this quest ion.  While the ent ire concept i tself  was a campy and r idiculous one at  f i rst  glance (as

are,  admittedly,  many of the monster movies that exist ) ,  I  intended to treat i t  as ser iously of  a piece of

music as I  possibly could to counteract that sense of campiness.  I t  would st i l l  be in the back of one’s

mind when immersed in the work,  but i t  would also inform the ent ire narrat ive of  the work i tself  – one

where said monster (ANY one you’d l ike to imagine in that t i tular  role)  attempts to get a pumpkin spice

coffee,  but is  consistently confronted with the inescapable conclusion that every café they go to seems

to always be ent irely sold out of  the stuff .  

Never,  in my wildest dreams, did I  ever think that this work would turn into what has ult imately become

my second symphony,  this t ime for wind ensemble alone.  But the more that I  thought about i t ,  the more i t

made sense to approach i t  f rom this perspect ive -  the theatr ical  aspects of  the idea alone fulf i l led that

def init ion,  in my mind.  Like my f i rst  symphony,  this second one is  therefore structured from a f i lmic

perspect ive,  in which sect ions of  music are del ineated with cue names which inform the progression of

the narrat ive i tself .

Pumpkin Madness is ,  l ike A Wild Christmas Nightcap,  a sat i r ical  take on a popular cultural  trend during a

season of the year ( in this case,  one that I  also happen to love – you’ l l  see me f i rst  in l ine for that

Pumpkin Cream Cold Brew every fal l ) .  I t  is  also a love letter to al l  those classic horror f i lms,  shows,

novels,  and more that I  s imply adore,  immersed in an ent irely dark and elegant,  Gothic tone throughout

much of the piece.  The cafés themselves even have their  own lounge music that appears a few t imes -

acoust ic guitar  and al l .

The narrat ive of  the work is  therefore as fol lows:

After a prologue which introduces the main thematic and motiv ic ideas of  the symphony,  the piece takes

us to the café -  a short  coffee lounge jazz tune representing the shop i tself ,  where the monster

eventually appears and attempts to order a pumpkin spice coffee.  When confronted with the inevitable -

the café is  out of  stock for the day -  the monster reacts in a murderous frenzy.  A second attempt at  a

different café fol lows,  with the monster even pleading for just  one s ip of  the coffee.  The same conclusion

occurs,  and the monster reacts the exact same way.

This monster 's  quest for  pumpkin spice cont inues in s imilar  fashion everywhere they go,  while news

breaks out throughout the ent ire town of their  destruct ive rampage.  A vic ious,  barbar ic hunt for  the

monster fol lows al l  throughout the town, unt i l  at  last ,  the monster is  cornered,  and a desperate,  f inal

batt le ensues.  Just when the monster appears to have f inal ly been able to get their  hands on even the

smallest  possible s ip of  a pumpkin spice latte,  they are brutal ly k i l led.  I t  is  too late.

Or is  i t?

The Epi logue which concludes this symphony opens with a magical  sense of mystery and intr igue before

recapping al l  the thematic and motiv ic elements of  the piece.  Perhaps,  l ike al l  the classic horror f i lms and

novels avai lable to us now, the monster isn't  truly dead.  Perhaps,  someday,  they wil l  return during

another autumn and attempt to fulf i l l  their  quest for  pumpkin spice once more.

Only t ime wil l  tel l .

DURATION: 31 '15"

Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!

First  pr int ing,  May 2023

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.   






 

    



   




   
 

    

    



 

   



 

  







    







    





   

    



  
 



  
 



  
 



  
 



 
  

    

    

    

    

    






    






    

    

    

    

    



  







    



    



 


 


 


 




    

    

    

    





 


 


 


 




    


    

    

    

    

    







































































































non	vib.

non	vib.

bucket	mute

bucket	mute





PROLOGUE:	Freely,	ca.	7	-	10"	per	cue ca.	4	-	6"	per	cue



















3* 2

**
**

**
**

gliss	ad	lib.	relatively	slowly	in	this	range	until	the	end	of	the	arrow

+

+

++

Vibraphone
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Xylophone
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Drum	Set

Tam-Tam

Bass	Drum
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1
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Flute

1
2
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Oboe

Clarinet	in	E

1
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Clarinet	in	B

1

2

Bass	Clarinet

Contrabass	Clarinet

1
2
3

Bassoon

Soprano	Sax

Alto	Sax

Tenor	Sax

Baritone	Sax

Bass	Sax
(optional)

1
2

3
4

Trumpet	in	C

1
2

3
4

Horn	in	F

1
2

3

Trombone

Bass	Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Contrabass

Acoustic	Guitar
(optional)

Harp

Piano
(dbl.	Celeste)

Organ
(optional)

Timpani

Marimba

Xylophone

Tam-Tam

Crotales

Vibraphone

Bass	Drum

Drum	Set

2

PUMPKIN	MADNESS
Symphony 	No . 	 2 	 f o r 	W i nd 	 En s emb l e

*3	=	cued	events,	or	music	without	regular	beats	in	which	each	cue	is	separated	by	a	dotted	barline.	The	number	within	the	triangle	indicates	the	number	of	cues	the
conductor	is	to	give	within	that	event.	All	tied	notes	throughout	these	events	should	stagger	breathe	and/or	sneak	in	breaths	as	needed.

**very	slow,	and	almost	nauseating,	1/4-tone	oscillation	above	and	below	the	given	pitch.	Sneak	in	breaths	as	needed.
+Marimba	player:	tremolo	on	the	two	lowest	strings	of	the	piano	with	very	soft	yarn	mallets.

++Rub	w/	superball	mallet;	dampen	slightly	with	hand	or	leg	to	reduce	ring.
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ca.	5	-	8"	per	cue 

With	Gothic	elegance 	=	84 
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
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
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
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
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
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
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
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
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










3
as	fast	as	possible

**
**
**

(1.) *
(3.) *

to	Celeste

pedal	gliss	ad	lib.	very	slowly	in	this	range	until	the	end	of	the	arrow

to	Suspended	Cymbal

to	Chimes

to	Crash	Cymbals

	

	

	

Picc.

1
2

3
4
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B	Cl.
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1
2
3
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S.	Sx.
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T.	Sx.
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Bs.	Sx.

1
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3
4

C	Tpt
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3

Hn.

1

2

3

Tbn

B.	Tbn

Euph.

Tba

Cb.

Hp

Pno

Timp.

Mba.

Xyl.

Tam.

Crt.

Vib.

B.	Dr.











  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 





4

3 4 5 6

*"Wolf	Howl"	effect:	half	valve	3	valves	(exclude	the	thumb	valve).	Start	where	indicated,	slowly	glissando	to	approximately	the	indicated	pitch,	linger
there	for	a	little	bit,	then	gradually	descend	in	an	almost	wavelike	shape.

**Slow,	even,	and	pulsing	tenuto	notes,	with	little	to	no	separation;	use	alternating	fingerings.

2 PUMPKIN	MADNESS:	Symphony	No.	2	for	Wind	Ensemble
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*very	slow,	and	almost	nauseating,	1/4-tone	oscillation	above	and	below	the	given	pitch.	Sneak	in	breaths	as	needed.
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*See	note	on	previous	page.
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Ped.	Principal	16'/8'	Trombone	16'
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as	fast	as	possible
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B.	Dr.

Dr.	Set
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*very	slow,	and	almost	nauseating,	1/4-tone	oscillation	above	and	below	the	given	pitch.	Sneak	in	breaths	as	needed.
**Low	rumbling	sound	-	play	this	slowly,	between	and	including	the	given	notes.

***Play	a	random,	wavelike	legato	run	generally	within	the	given	range.	It	does	not	need	to	be	chromatic	or	follow	a	specific	scale.
****Conduct	these	specific	players	at	the	given	tempo.	Wait	for	piccolo	and	xylophone	to	finish	their	music	before	starting	this	phrase.
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       


       

       


      




       

       

       

       































































































straight	mute

harmon	mute

arco



3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

 

 

 

 

 

 

(pedal) Ped.	Principal	16'/8'/4'

a2

a2

Picc.

1
2

Fl.

1

2

A.	Fl.

1
2

Ob.

Eng.	Hn

E	Cl.

1
2
3
4

B	Cl.

1
2

B.	Cl.

Cb.	Cl.

1
2

Bsn

Cbsn

S.	Sx.

A.	Sx.

T.	Sx.

B.	Sx.

Bs.	Sx.

1
2

3
4

C	Tpt

1
2

3
4

Hn.

1
2
3

Tbn

B.	Tbn

Euph.

Tba

Cb.

Hp

Pno

Org.

Timp.

Sus.	Cym.

Xyl.

Tam.

Chm.

Ratchet
Toms

B.	Dr.

T.	Blks.
Guiro

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

     

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

   







 

 
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  

       




           

        

        






          






          

        

        

 






         

 


    

     
 

    
 


 

      


 


   


 

 
      

 



 

       
 





 



 


 

  

      



  


 



        

        

        

        

 

 
      






          






          

        

        

        

        

        

    





        





    


     

   

 
































       

        

    
 

 
 

  

   






  
 




 

    






          

 





























  

  
  

 

   

 
 

 
 

        


        

  




    




        

        



    
 


       









































































































5
7

5

3

5
7

THE	ORDER:	Brooding,	Uneasy	h	=	q	(q	=	72)

to	Piccolo

to	Piccolo

to	Flute

to	Flute

to	Bassoon

solo,	one	player

legato

bowed
to	Marimba

to	Small	Whip

l.v.	sempre

always	w/	rubber	mallets to	Drum	Set

	

	

	

	 Bassoon

	

Chimes

Suspended	Cymbal
	 Marimba

	

Temple	Blocks 	

	

4.

a2 1.

a2

a2

Picc.

Picc.

Picc.

1

2

A.	Fl.

1
2
3

Ob.

E	Cl.

1
2
3
4

B	Cl.

1
2

B.	Cl.

Cb.	Cl.

1
2

Bsn

Cbsn

S.	Sx.

A.	Sx.

T.	Sx.

B.	Sx.

Bs.	Sx.

1
2

3
4

C	Tpt

1
2

3
4

Hn.

1
2
3

Tbn

B.	Tbn

Euph.

Tba

Cb.

Hp

Pno

Org.

Timp.

Sus.	Cym.

Xyl.

Tam.

Chm.

Ratchet
Toms

B.	Dr.

T.	Blks.
Guiro

   

    

    

   




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 

 



       
       

 

      

      

      

      



   
  

       


 



  



   
  

       


 


   

      

 

        



   
 

      


           

     

 

      
 

  


   
 


 

          
 


                  

     

      

 


 



 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 







 


  





 



 




 




 
 

 



 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 




 

 
 
 


 

 
 


 
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 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 

   
  

       


 



  

 

   
  

       

 


   

 

      
       


 


   

 

      
       


 


   

      

      

      

      

      

 

  

 




     

 

  





     

 

    
   

    
 
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
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

   
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      
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



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*Play	erratically	between	and	including	the	given	notes	as	fast	as	possible.	Add	fluttertonguing	or	growling	if	desired.
**Play	any	abrasive,	raucous	multiphonic.	It	can	cut	through	the	ensemble,	but	it	should	not	be	overpowering.

+Play	clusters	on	any	black	and	white	keys	within	the	general	shape	given	in	these	two	bars.
++Play	major-scale	arpeggios	as	fast	as	possible;	keep	moving	upward	in	pitch.	The	result	should	sound	like	an	out-of-control	synth	arpeggiator.
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Freely,	ca.	8	-	12"	per	cue 













dramatico







	lontano 


2

to	Flute

solo

*

*
to	Tam-Tam w/	superball	mallet

to	Vibraphone

to	Temple	Blocks
to	Drum	Set

	

	

Chimes

Temple	Blocks 	

Tam-Tam

Picc.

1Fl.

Picc.

3
4

Fl.

1
2
3

Ob.

E	Cl.

1
2

3
4

B	Cl.

1
2

B.	Cl.

Cb.	Cl.

1
2
3

Bsn

S.	Sx.

A.	Sx.

T.	Sx.
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Bs.	Sx.

1
2

3
4

C	Tpt

1
2

3
4

Hn.

1

2

3

Tbn

B.	Tbn

Euph.

Tba

Cb.

Hp

Pno

Timp.

Mba.

Xyl.

Whips
(sm,	lg)

Assorted	Perc.

Ratchet
Toms

B.	Dr.

Dr.	Set


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THE	SECOND	ATTEMPT:	Coffee	Lounge	Music...	Again 	=	144

































to	Flute

to	Celeste

(same	mixture	as	before)

to	Large	Whip

Drum	Set

Alto	Flute 	

Flute

Vibraphone

	

	

	

	

a2

2.

2.
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1Fl.

Picc.

A.	Fl.	1

4Fl.

1
2
3

Ob.

E	Cl.

1
2
3
4

B	Cl.

1
2

B.	Cl.

Cb.	Cl.

1
2
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1
2

3
4

Hn.

1
2

3

Tbn

B.	Tbn

Euph.

Tba

Cb.

Gtr

Hp

Pno

Org.

Timp.

Mba.

Xyl.

Whips
(sm,	lg)

Assorted	Perc.

Vib.

B.	Dr.

Dr.	Set








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
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Oboe	3	to	English	Horn
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	 Temple	Blocks

Mounted	Tambourine

Wood	Blocks

a2

a2

1.2.	a2

a2

a2

a2

a2

Picc.

1
2

3
4

Fl.

1
2
3

Ob.

E	Cl.

1
2

3
4

B	Cl.
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1
2
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clusters	as	before,	highest	and	lowest	range

Toms

Large	Whip

a2

a2

2.

Picc.

1
2

3
4

Fl.

1
2

Ob.

Eng.	Hn

E	Cl.

1
2

3
4

B	Cl.

1
2

B.	Cl.

Cb.	Cl.

1
2

Bsn

Cbsn

S.	Sx.

A.	Sx.

T.	Sx.

B.	Sx.

Bs.	Sx.

1
2

3
4

C	Tpt

1
2

3
4

Hn.

1
2

3

Tbn

B.	Tbn

Euph.

Tba

Cb.

Hp

Pno

Timp.

Tamb.

S.	Dr.

Whips
(sm,	lg)

Assorted	Perc.

Ratchet
Toms

B.	Dr.

Dr.	Set

352

352 353 354 355 356 357 358 359
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THE	HUNT	FOR	THE	MONSTER:	Barbaric	q	=	q.	(q.	=	156)
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to	Bassoon

to	Celeste

to	Suspended	Cymbal to	Tambourine

to	Xylophone to	Guiro

Temple	Blocks

	

	

Xylophone 	

Marimba Suspended	Cymbal Tambourine

Large	Whip

a2

a2

a2

1.

2.3.	a2

1.

a2

a2

a2

a2

Picc.

1
2

3
4

Fl.

1
2
3

Ob.

E	Cl.

1
2

3
4

B	Cl.

1
2

B.	Cl.

Cb.	Cl.

1
2

Bsn

Cbsn

S.	Sx.

A.	Sx.

T.	Sx.

B.	Sx.

Bs.	Sx.

1
2

3
4

C	Tpt

1
2

3
4

Hn.

1
2

3

Tbn

B.	Tbn

Euph.

Tba

Cb.

Gtr

Hp

Pno

Org.

Timp.

Mba.

S.	Dr.

Whips
(sm,	lg)

Assorted	Perc.

Ratchet
Toms

B.	Dr.

T.	Blks.
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to	Glockenspiel	(quickly!!)

to	Crotales
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"wolf	howl"*

**
**

(Perc.	1	music	as	in	the	beginning	-	do	not	play	here)

tremolo	on	lowest	strings	as	in	the	beginningPiano

**
rub	w/	superball	mallet

soft	mallets

**
bowed **

**

Piano

Crotales

Tam-Tam
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1
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C	Tpt
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Tbn

B.	Tbn

Euph.
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Gtr

Hp

Pno

Timp.

Mba.

Chm.

Tam.

Crt.

Vib.

B.	Dr.

Glck.
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111PUMPKIN	MADNESS:	Symphony	No.	2	for	Wind	Ensemble

*Play	this	"wolf	howl"	effect	offstage	-	begin	to	proceed	there	starting	at	bar	940	(auxiliary	players	may	also	cover	this	at	an	already-offstage	position	if
available).	If	this	part	is	doubled,	repeat	ad	lib.	and	overlap	each	other	freely	-	this	can	carry	over	into	the	next	bar	very	briefly	if	needed.

**Stop	all	patterns	and	let	all	sounds	freely	ring	regardless	(if	playing	a	pitched	instrument)
of	what	note	you	stopped	on	(do	not	attack	or	re-articulate	any	instrument	at	this	bar).CB0099-01
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