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Percussion 1: Concert Bass Drum, Crotales

Percussion 2: Suspended Cymbal, Tam-tam (shared with Perc. 4), Glockenspiel
Percussion 3: Vibraphone

Percussion 4: Tam-tam (shared with Perc. 2), Marimba

PROGRAM NOTE

Paean: a song of triumph, or a solemn chant or song of praise

Commissioned in memory of Ernest and Donald Caneva by their family and friends, Paean pays tribute to
these men and their accomplishments as band directors and teachers. The commission also allowed me the
opportunity to reflect upon the influence that my mentor and first composition teacher, Francis McBeth, had on
me.

My approach to the first work in the set, Chant, developed from a recent visit to Dr. McBeth. With his
blessing, | decided to build a piece around his early work, Chant and Jubilo. In an unexpected coincidence, |
discovered his work turned 50 years old in December 2011 - the exact same month | completed Paean.

In preparation for the second part of the work, | discussed the personalities of Ernie and Don Caneva with
Tom Caneva and Scott Casagrande. | discovered that Ernie was an old-world traditionalist with a keen sense of
humor and Don was extremely energetic and driven. In addition, Ernie was a lover of Italian opera and had
made a transcription of Verdi’s Triumphal March from Aida during his career. Using this as a starting point, |
began to explore and develop the melody from Verdi’s fanfare, morphing it across the whole-tone scale until it
takes on a wild, hyper-energetic, slightly unpredictable character. This fanfare, Triumph, forms the second of two
works in this set (| prefer to think of them as a set of independent pieces, rather than movements - either can
stand alone in performance).

This music celebrates the mentors and teachers who have shaped and inspired us.

Paean was premiered by the Ball State University Wind Ensemble on February 29, 2012 at the 78"
American Bandmasters Association Convention in Indianapolis, IN.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Steven Bryant's (b. 1972, Little Rock, Arkansas) musical interests span a variety of styles, and his catalog includes numerous works
for wind ensemble, orchestra, electronic and electro-acoustic creations, chamber music, and music for the web. He studied
composition with John Corigliano at The Juilliard School, Cindy McTee at the University of North Texas, and Francis McBeth at
Ouachita University. A full bio and more is available at www.stevenbryant.com.

info@stevenbryant.com | www.stevenbryant.com
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