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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His
music has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall, the
Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts, and
many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from the
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA
Revelli Composition Contest with his work Love and Light, and is a

inauguration of the institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was als
the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both P
Vice President Biden.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with a
as university and professional groups throughout the world. Not Q‘u es have
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, r'&e: (Australia),
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directe SS ation N@ onference,

numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and othe h irector of

MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfreddéand MakeMusic.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Based entirely on original material, A CelticiCe e to an incredibly rich history of folk
music most notably from Ireland, Scotlz o ales. The opexj f the work is set as a slow Air, which
mimics the rhythmically free sing ere are nu s tempo indications included to help

achieve a more authentic flow ond ortable challenging the ensemble to
commit to a true sense of rubato hout the entir
f a Jig,

The celebration takes the for rittendi e. While the instrumentation calls for low tom and
frame drum, conducto me to ex with using more traditional Celtic instruments when
available, with the most no ing a bodhran. This entire section should feel light and bouncy, even
when the dynami icate that the m@should be powerful.

éé

6, malﬁe that students are observing the quarter notes followed by an eighth rest and

ce there. They should also be extremely aware of accents, which typically occur
e ends of phrases%s. 42, clarinets should be evenly balanced with flutes and oboes. The countermelody
ns. 50 should equally balance as well (if not be slightly louder). At ms. 66, even though there are no
@ s, the style still implies some lift and a firm articulation on all notes.

At ms. 76, conductors should actually focus on the chorale in the lower voices. In my mind, we have heard
the me&merous times now, so it no longer needs to be the focus. The chorale is new, so that should
be the most present. At ms. 114, balance can revert back to a more typical approach and remain that way
through the end of the piece. Directors will want to isolate low reeds, low brass, and percussion at ms. 138 to
make sure they are lined up rhythmically before adding in the rest of the ensemble.

A Celtic Celebration was commissioned by the East Stroudsburg Area High School North Band in Dingmans
Ferry, Pennsylvania; Paul M. Bakner, Director of Bands.

—Brian Balmages



commissioned by the East Stroudsburg Area High School North Band
DURATION: 3:15 Dingmans Ferry, Pennsylvania; Paul M. Bakner, Director

A CELTIC CELEBRATION
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