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THE COMPOSER

Timothy Loest is a name in music synonymous with creativity, versatility,

and accessibility. His works for young band are performed worldwide and his pedagogical
methods and conducting appearances impact performers and audiences at the state and
national levels. In 2017, his composition Cloud Gate (Reflections of a City) was performed

for over 5,000 spectators at Chicago’s Millennium Park. That same year, Tim received the
lllinois Grade School Music Association’s highest honor—the Cloyd Myers Memorial Award
for Excellence in Music Education.

lications, C.L.
2022,
mpositions

Tim had his first work published in 1995 and has written for Warner Bros.
Barnhouse Company, The FJH Music Company, and MakeMusic Publicati
he founded Fanfare Music Press, a company dedicated to thehi
and arrangements for band.

Beyond, Rhythms and Beyond, and Chorales and Beyond. Outside the classroom, Ti erous
network TV shows, including The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon, Good Morni 1 ra, and Ni

&

aster of

Music degree with program honors from Northwestern University. He h¢ ip in ASCAP, llinois Grade
School Music Association, and Christian Educators. He served his entire i er at F.E. Pea Middle School in
Itasca, lllinois, and resides in Wheaton, lllinois with his wife Cindy and two [ egularl cepts commissions for

band and can be reached through his website: www.timothyloest.com. Q

ABOUT THE MUSIC

<

Suddenly, a creaking noise cuts through the sil at could it be.g the house settling? Is the wood of the grand
staircase contracting due to dryness’@, is it son ifig else? Co%b a pesky poltergeist pulling some pranks?
c

The German word poltergeist means “no ost.“Co siderea
blamed for unexplained noises, leapi ing objec@N
fro e

has included slamming doors, scrat
ists are r le for paranormal activities, others ascribe such activities to
atever the cause, an unexplained noise in the middle of the night can be quite

<

Pranks of the Pes 1 usica c@ts a variety of supposed paranormal sounds, set against the backdrop of
i i red mood, dynamics and articulations must be meticulously followed,
the timed arrival of sound effects is critical to creating apprehension,
to a steady, unwavering beat. Percussionists must use impeccable technique, holding
hat they are comfortable to play, yet high enough for the audience to see.
| spoons tossed downward in measure 23 be connected with strings to prevent them

It’s the middle of the night and all is calm.

levous or malicious spirits, poltergeists have been
paranormal events. Such reported ghostly activity
alls, and even overturned furniture.

While some individuals claim t
natural phenomena or h
disturbing.

Included in‘the work nigpet from Modest Mussorgsky’s Night on Bald Mountain. To gain a better understanding on

how programmatic m can create feelings of dread or suspense, it is recommended that students listen to
Mussorgsky’snrwxork. Other freaky or frightening works from Western art music worthy of study include the following:

« Johann Sebastian Bach: Toccata and Fugue in D Minor < Edvard Grieg: In the Hall of the Mountain King
* Hector Berlioz: March to the Scaffold * Carl Orff: O Fortuna

* Paul Dukas: The Sorcerer’s Apprentice * Igor Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring

» Charles Gounod: Funeral March of a Marionette

Enjoy this fun piece. But be carefull Poltergeists are NOT to be taunted.

—Timothy Loest
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