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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music.

His music has been performed by groups ranging from professional
symphony orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts,
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award fr
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA
Revelli Composition Contest with his work Love and L
member of the prestigious American Bandmasters As
was awarded the inaugural James Madison University Di
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts. In the
he was commissioned by his other alma mater, the University of Miami, to com 6
inauguration of the institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was er das part%

the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pr nt Obama and
Vice President Biden.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with
as university and professional groups throughout the world. Noteé
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Ma
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors A
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and others. Curr
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfre MakeMusic.
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*
id A. Turrill abo&v ing a piece in honor of the 100th

gional ense@ as well

ﬁ nces have
nce (Australia),

| Conference,

e is Director of

ABOUT THE MUSIC

When | was approached by Artistic Dire

anniversary of the Zanesville (@hio) Me cert Ban old me it would be amazing if | could
somehow tie the piece into the | co y. The b s a summer concert series at Zane's Landing
Park, a beautiful outdoor venue. | s arned that Za%ding Park is also home to Zaneville's Eternal
Flame, the only eternal flam mori the Unit es dedicated to Medal of Honor recipients. Almost

immediately, the conce iece came jifto,focus.

The opening feels much like pic fanfarejimmediately invoking the heroic actions that often lead to
a Medal of Honoy ghest military a for valor. While the piece is not overtly patriotic, it does include
Am 3 (My Country ’lemee), beginning with the lyrical, stately theme that occurs after
e music ps, various phrases from America continue to be referenced

o a full settin the theme.

Is remarkably similar to the opening. This is juxtaposed with a flurry of

ares ment of the opening fanfare, this time in a completely different tempo
it
over from the previous section, drawing everything together into a powerful

It w lee to celebrate the 100th anniversary of this fine ensemble and also write music

that pays trib o the powerful memorial that resides in the very same park. The two share an important
aspect:Both gontinue to be lights that burn brightly and inspire those who visit Zane's Landing Park.

—Brian Balmages



commissioned by the Zanesville Memorial Concert Band
DURATION: 5:40 in honor of its 100th anniversary
Zanesville, Ohio,; David A. Turrill, Artistic Director
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