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THE COMPOSER

Liliana Alarcon loves to explore her creativity and express herself through
music. She is an 8th grade student at F.E. Peacock Middle School in Itasca,
lllinois. As soon as Liliana learned to play chords on piano, she was inspired
to couple this knowledge with her love of poetry and prose to write original
songs. When Liliana is not composing different melodies, she devotesser
time to musical theater and has performed in nine shows to date, both at
school and with local community production companies. For Liliana,
self-expression through music is a passion that consumés,almost every
aspect of her daily life. Liliana’s composition Before the Dawhn won the
2022-23 F.E. Peacock Middle School Composition Contest. Retiked Peacock
band director Timothy Loest then collaborated with Liliana and.arkangedther
piece for concert band.

THE ARRANGER

Timothy Loest is a name in music synenymous with creativity, versatility,

and accessibility. His works for young band are perfermedgdvorldwide and

his pedagogical methods@hd conducting appearanees impact performers
and audiences at the state and national levels. In 201¥, his composition Cloud
Gate (Reflections off@ City) Was performed for over 5,000 spectators at
Chicago’s Millenpium Rark:That'same year, Timreceived the lllinois Grade
School Music Assegiation’s highest honor=the Cloyd Myers Memorial Award
for Excellenee,in Music'Education.

Tim had his fifst wérk published,in1995 and has written for Warner Bros.
Publications, C.L: Barnhouse €ompany, The FJH Music Company,

afid MakeMusie Publicatiofis. IN"2022, he founded Fanfare Music Press, a
company dedicated to the highestiguality compositions,ancharrangements for band.

With over three decades in the classroom, Timsis n@fstranger to instrumental pedagogy; he is associated
with several best-selling methods, includingiMeastires of Success® A Comprehensive Musicianship Band
Method, Warm-ups and Beyond, Rhythms and‘Beyond, and Chorales and Beyond. Outside the classroom,
Tim’s music hasfappéared on numerousnetwork TV shows, including The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon, Good Marnidg America, Extra, and Nick Jr.

Tim recéived his Baehelor of MusiciEducation degree with high honors from lllinois State University and his
Mastér of Music degree witlyprogskam honors from Northwestern University. He holds membership in ASCAP,
the lllinois Grade School MusigAssociation, and Christian Educators. He served his entire teaching career

at RE. Peacock Middle‘Sehool in Itasca, lllinois, and resides in Wheaton, lllinois with his wife Cindy and two
sons. Tim regularly agceepts,commissions for band and can be reached through his website:
www.timothyloest.com.



ABOUT THE MUSIC

Before the Dawn represents the work and support of many individuals. It was commissioned by the F.E.
Peacock Middle School Music Department in Itasca, lllinois.

The project began in 2021 when Itasca School District 10 music teachers Bryen Travis and Rachel Berry
applied for a grant from the JCS Fund, a philanthropic organization that supports music education i
DuPage County, lllinois. Upon receiving the grant, Mr. Travis proposed a unique project that would in
both general music and band students at Peacock.

For the project, students would receive music composition instruction, and then create
original compositions to be judged by a panel of experts. The winning composition would
for concert band by acclaimed composer and arranger Timothy Loest. This work
by the Peacock band students, conducted by their director Mr. Robert Ranz.

After months of hard work, compositions were submitted and assess riteri de e following;
1. Use of melody, harmony, and rhythm Q
2. Use of structure and form o

3. Use of style and originality &

4. Interaction of all of the above elements

From six semi-finalists, two finalists were sele
end, Peacock seventh grade composer Liliana

of G minor, modulating to B> major as fol
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commissioned by the F. E. Peacock Middle School Music Department
DURATION: 2:45 Itasca, Illinois; Bryen Travis and Robert Ranz, Music Teachers
sponsored by the JCS Fund, Young People’s Music Initiative
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