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THE COMPOSER

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana. A seasoned music
educator, he is highly active as a composer, clinician, and conductor
throughout North America. His compositional style for young ensembles
displays a keen, practical approach which has firmly established him as
a leader in the field. Since 1993, Mr. Owens has written over 300 titles for

American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), the Texas
(TMEA), the Association of Texas Small School Bands (ATSSB), and Phi Beta M

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Inspired by the folk song Arirang, which is named ntain range imySouth Korea, A Song of Courage
combines the centuries-old folk song with origi hile the so%elf is gentle and thoughtful in
character, it is about exhibiting courage in the dship and ﬁ& y. Contrasting the

ature to typify the song’s message

aforementioned, the beginning and endi teme e quite *0
of courage. Boldness soon gives way to the music set? the familiar melody. The melodic
content is gently passed thro the v selctions of the ble before coming to a strong
conclusion. é

PERFORMANCE NOTES a
If no timpani are available, to s of dlffere itch (played with timpani mallets) may be substituted.

The trombone, , and bassoo ts are largely the same, providing latitude for the divisi notes.
While the botto I es will wo y enhance the harmonic structure, the piece is fully functional

without th
0 —William Owens
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commissioned by the Colin Powell Elementary School Band
DURATION: 2:30 Centreville, Virginia; Kelly Harms, Director
celebrating the school’s 20th anniversary

A SONG OF COURAGE

(Fantasy on ARIRANG) WILLIAM OWENS
(ASCAP)
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