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THE COMPOSER

JaRod Hall (b. 1991) is a Texas-native educator, performer, and composer.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in music education from the University of North
Texas where he studied conducting with Nicholas Williams and Dennis Fisher.
JaRod'’s bands have received consistent sweepstakes awards at the Texas
University Interscholastic League Concert and Sight-reading Evaluations and
have been recognized at the state level. In 2018 and 2019, JaRod'’s bands at
Griffin Middle School earned the Citation of Excellence award, honoring the
top two non-varsity bands in the state of Texas.

as

A passionate performer, JaRod has been a part of ma
the North Texas Wind Symphony, 3 O'Clock Lab Band,
Symphony, and Metropolitan Winds. He served as drum
Crossmen Drum and Bugle Corps and was a member of the 2014 Disneyland All- i

As a composer, JaRod’s compositions appear on the Texas Prescribed Music @
Choice list, and the Bandworld Top 100. His piece Through the Storm e
for Composition, presented by the Midwest Clinic. JaRod is a nati ranger
and consultant. He resides in San Antonio, Texas with his wife R

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Commissioned by Kimberly Beene and the Arbor CreekiMiddle School Honors d, Skyward Spirits is

very special to me for a number of reasons. Arbor ng with its dedicatee; the Hebron High School
cluster) resides in Carrollton, Texas - my hometow e of “the sky“became immediately clear for
this project to honor the mascots of Arbor Cr Hebro , as well as the insignia of the
Carrollton water tower (a bird sculpted from the le . x@

*
tch us from above and fly with us in

age to all those N
flight sir@a a little kid and this work really satisfies

my childhood’s soul!
This is also my first sympho ver! ing the terpmy o-symphony” best describes the piece
(as opposed to a “sinfonietta “suite”)’in thatsea vement is an extremely efficient sonata form while

also playing individual sonata la (the first movement as the primary theme, the second

In a much broader sense, this piece pa
the thrill of the moment. I've b‘ fasci

movement as the secondar e, the third movement as the development, and the fourth movement as
alarge scale rec ion). | also aime broaden the accessibility to audiences and performers of the
daunting music of a symph just 6 minutes (approx. 90 seconds per movement), you are

takenona e agei th@Jwing sections:

ment 1: Takeoff

eets the vastness of the sky in this depiction of a bird’s initial ascent. The introductory
xrspersed playful woodwind flourishes invite listeners to soar as the music
paints picture@eathers catching the sunlight and the breezes that beckon onward. A bold and
lyrical me erges in A-flat major as the movement’s primary theme - the serene sketch of a
songbird smoothly across the landscape. The music shifts to F major with a soaring
seco@ theme and an uplifting pulse that feels as instinctual as the flap of wings against the
expanse. After a short melodic development, the movement recaps with the opening fanfare

ure
Mthis time in the new home key of F major.

Movement 2: Under the Wing

An evocative ode to the timeless themes of protection and guardianship, this movement offers
listeners a serene refuge moving with deliberate grace. Trombone and euphonium take the lead,
unfurling an expansive primary melody that captures the essence of a watchful eye overhead.
As the soundscape slowly sweeps into 6/8, every note seems to wrap around the listener, akin to
the gentle fold of a wing sheltering us from the world’s tempests. This movement in particular is
dedicated to the Hebron High School Hawks in Carrollton.



Movement 3: Cloudburst

The third movement is a scherzo (“joke” in Italian) in D minor that evokes the unpredictable whims of
nature. This movement navigates through tumultuous skies with shifting mixed meters, capturing
the erratic dance of raindrops and wind gusts. Several sections are featured in this movement:
muted trumpets and xylophone sound the distant rumbles of thunder; an emotive oboe solo sings
the melancholy lullaby of a storm-worn traveler; a piccolo solo pierces through like streaks of
lightning, sharp and electrifying; which is contrasted by the deep resonance of a low brass/
woodwind feature that emulates the roaring storm clouds. This daring exploration of nat
and splendor journeys through sonic tempests that promise to both thrill and enchant. T
without pause into the final movement.

Movement 4: Blue Skies

The final movement takes the baton from the previous scherzo and immediately
sprightly reel melody. The infectious rhythmic melody gracefully travels
and oboe, to the single reed family of clarinet and saxophone, and fin

rlshed
at began it
Jubllant leap

treated to a recapitulation of each significant theme fro
memories flashing before one’s eyes. The journey culmi
all, bringing listeners full circle in a resounding celebrati
into the vast, endless horizon.

-JaRod Hall




commissioned by the Arbor Creek Middle School Honors Band
DURATION: 6:00 Carrollton, Texas; Kimberly Beene and Sarah Ayoub, Directors
dedicated to the Hebron High School Cluster and premiered at the Midwest Clinic
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Ill. Cloudburst
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