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FIVE EASY CELEBRATIONS

[See Composer’s Notes on back page]

CELEBRATION No ] in G

Handbelis used: 3 octaves (22 bells)
4 octaves (25 bells);
/5 octaves (33 bells)
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*Five octave choirs may double the top note up an octave in measures 1—8 and from the third beat of measure 16
through measure 27,
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*Do not play D4 if B3 is available.
**The D4 should be rung by four and five octave choirs only.
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CELEBRATION No. 2 in Eb

Handbells used: 3 octaves (22 bells);

4 octaves (25 bells);
5 octaves (32 bells)
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*Five octave choirs may double the melody up an octave in measures 1—8 and 25—33.
**|n measures 2, 6, 26 and 30, do not play the C4 if Ab3 is available.

Copyright © 1993 by AGAPE, Carol Stream, lllinois 60188.
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*The Bb3 should be rung by five octave choirs only.
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for Greig Ashurst

CELEBRATION No. 3 in F

jonal
Handbells used: 3 octaves (23 bells); option

4 octaves (27 bells);

| 5 octaves (?8 bells)

MICHAEL R. KELLER (ASCAP)
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*|n measure 8 the C4 should be rung by five octave choirs only.
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*The C4 should be rung by five octave choirs only.
Five Easy Celebrations



CELEBRATION No. 4 in F

Handbells used: 3 octaves (22 bells);
4 octaves (24 bells);
5 octaves (30 bells)

0
(mv)

2

=

pﬂona‘.

-

- @

4 o€fave €hoirs do notplay G7-

MICHAEL R. KELLER (ASCAP)

3

_9.'

J . ‘optionall 7 /
Allegro ¢ = 108
+*
1 & 2 .
) : ﬁ ?
Jf

e

’\'\L

:

Y

T 9 e

? % SJE
=
R
v
o) 9‘mf; j 10 i in\ ;_;L 12_ :l { 1}_; 4 'l
B ¢ ¢ FF 3§
Mart. or Mallet
f‘ - -
Yok F e—e— ¥ Lo
]

*Five octave choirs may double the top two notes up an octave in measures 1—8 and 17 —29.
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CELEBRATION No. 5in C
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*Five octave choirs may double the melody up an octave in measures 1—8 and 17—27.
**Five octave choirs may double the bass line melody down an octave in measures 9—16.
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*The G3 should be rung by five octave choirs only.
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COMPOSER’S NOTES

The Five Easy Ce!e'brarions were written for use by j?buingcr éhoi.rs,'youth. adﬁlté or seniors.
They may be used in anything from.junior high’ school music programs to worship sefyices or
weddings and other festive occasions. - =% ! = K -

All of the works were. wntten ima- short fanfa:e-hke form, which is appropnate for- church or
school, and require few if any’ bell’ changes Ringers are not asked to quickly alternate bells, and
all of the works move to the relative minor key for their middle section so that tonal contrast

is achieved without having to change bells.

Each work uses different rhythmic values:

No. 1 uses half notes and quarter notes;

No. 2, quarter notes and eighth notes;

No. 3, quarter notes and triplet eighth netes;

No. 4, dotted quarter and eighth notes; and

No. 5 uses a combination of the.yalues used throughoutsthe collection.

Thus they may be used to introduce and teach different rhythmic cencepts, while still being
suitable for public performance. Several different handbell techniques-are used as well, including
the Shake, Plucking, Martellato and Malleting:

Optional notes for four and five octave choirs have been added since there is very little easy
literature published for groups with. larger bell sets. Doubling notes up an octave has been
suggested in footnotes only so that the score is easier tg ‘read.

Directors are encouraged te,adapt the works toysuit their own needs. Additional length may
be achieved by playing a Celebration through wmezzo piano the first time, then fortissimo the
second time. The form-“willveven allow the work to be rung three times: fortissimo, mezzo
piano, and fortissimo.4If performed in this manner, groups with four or five octaves of bells
may wish to ring three octaves for the<guiet section and then add the optional notes to the
fortissimo section te produce even greater contrast.

It is the ecomposer’s hope that these works will give choirs of all ages a relatively quick way
to experience success, and that.the resulting enthusiasm will carry them forward to meet the

challenges of more demanding literature.

76362801615
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