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Program Notes 

	  

Program Notes:  From 1982 until his death in 1987, Claude Smith would compose five 
major works for the Washington, DC service bands. Flight was commissioned in 1985 
and premiered by the United States Air Force Band at the National Air and Space 
Museum of the Smithsonian Institution.  It was immediately adopted as the “official 
march” of the museum and is still played continually as visitors enter the aeronautical 
display. 

The original program notes on the score reveal: 

The inclusion of excerpts from the Pachelbel Canon in D was done at the 
request of the Director of the National Air and Space Museum.  The Canon is 
used as background music at the Museum. 

 
Drawing inspiration from Pachelbel and the inimitable Air Force March, Smith 

fashioned a singularly brilliant work that captures the sweep, drama, and courage of 
the youngest branch of the US military.  It is no overstatement to say that his themes 
are soaring!  Bold musical declarations, youthful harmonies, rich percussion accents, 
even the peril of the “dogfight” can be heard in Smith’s masterful score.  With the 
addition of antiphonal trumpets on the final trio, the work becomes as visually 
stunning as it is musically impressive. 

This is the work of the mature Claude Smith, who knew full well the possibilities of 
the wind band and the artistry of each performer in the commissioning ensemble.     
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