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About the Composer —

CLAUDE T. SMITH was a native of Missouri. He received his education from Cen-
tral Methodist College, Fayette, Missouri and the University of Kansas, Lawrence.
He composed extensively in the areas of instrumental and choral music, and his com-
positions have been performed by leading musical organizations throughout the
United States and many foreign countries. His contribution to the concert band repenf
toire via commissions by the Armed Forces musical organizations is well known:

Mr. Smith taught instrumental music in the publi@scheols of Cozad, Nebraska:
Center High School, Kansas City, Missouri; and Chillicothe, Missouri. He 1lso sérv-
ed as a member of the faculty at Southwest Missouri Staté Univegsity, Springfield,
Missouri, where he taught Composition andfThéeryjand condu@tedtheUniversity
Symphony Orchestra. :

He was active as a clinician and guest €onductor throughOut the’North American
continent as well as abroad. He receiveéd numerous awards forthis contributions to
music education and for his work inv¢ompositiond inclnding an official proclama-
tion by the Missouri House of Representatives and the¥Distinguished Alumni Award™
from Central Methodist College. He served as President of the Missouri Music
Educator’s Association and was educational consultant for Wingert-Jones Music prior
to his untimely death in Deéeémber 1987,

About thes\Music —

OVERTURE ON AN EARLY AMERICAN FOLK HYMN was commissioned by and
dedicated to gthe'South Carolina Bandmasters Association. The work was premiered
by the South Carolina All-State Band with the composer conducting. The hymn tune
usedyin ¢he overture is ‘‘My Shepherd Will Supply My Need’’ which was written in
1836, ‘andyfound in the hymnal ‘‘Southern Harmony’’. The text of the hymn is a
paraphrase of the 23rd Psalm.
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