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Program Notes

In 1892, Sousa resigned as leader of the United States Marine Band and formed his own professional band,
“The Sousa Band.” With this band he played concerts in every part of the world and established himself as one
of the world’s premier conductors and the band as one of the world’s premier ensembles. It was clearly
determined this was the finest band in the world.

In 1893, he composed The Beau Ideal, which was published by Harry Coleman, who purchased the march for
$35. His next march, The Liberty Bell, was published by the John Church Company of Cincinnati, which nétted
him over $40,000 over the next seven years. Needless to say, Sousa never published another march with
Coleman.

In the early 1890’s the term “beau ideal” was used to describe anything that ‘¢aught the public fancy, Sousa’s
marches certainly did catch the public’s fancy, and through the years, this match has proved(to beone of the
staple items in the repertoire of American concert bands.

(Information from John Philip Sousa, American Phenomenonsand The Works of John, Philip Sousa by noted
Sousa historian, Paul E. Bierley.)

About the Composer

John Philip Sousa was born on November 6, 1854, in Washington, D.C., where his father was a member of the
United States Marine Band. As a youth, he became an apprentice muSician'with the Marine Band and
performed in the band with his father. He learnedyto play a variety'ef inStruments, but his most serious musical
study was on the piano and the violin, aftér which he became a very successful professional violinist. At the age
of 26, he returned to the Marine Band as its ‘¢onductor, holdingsthat position for 12 years. In 1892, Sousa left the
Marine Band to become the leader of his own band. The SousaBand became recognized as the finest band in
the world. In addition to leading thesband, ‘Sousa was a suCcessful‘author, writing books, novels, and numerous
short stories. He was also a prolifi¢,eéniposer, writing latger works for orchestra and band, as well as operettas
or musical comedies. He was a'patriotand a sportsmian ‘and wrote 136 of the greatest marches ever written. He
died in 1935 in Reading{Pennsylvania.

About the Editor

The career of Col. Bourgeois, the 25™ director of the United States Marine Band, spanned nine presidential
administrations — from Eisenhowerite Clifiton. He retired from the Marine Corps after serving as the band’s
director and music advisor to the White House for 17 years.

He joined the Marine Corps in 1956 and joined “The President’s Own” U.S. Marine Band in 1958, serving as a
French hornist and staff artanger.He became director of the band in 1979, serving in that capacity until his
retirement in 1996.

Under his leadership, the'Marine Band presented its first overseas performances. In 1990, Col. Bourgeois led
the band on a historic 18-day concert tour of the former Soviet Union. Col. Bourgeois directed 16 national
concert tourse, ajtradition started by John Philip Sousa in 1891.

Since his refitement, he has continued to be extremely active as a guest conductor and clinician and is also an
Artist-in-Residence at his alma mater, Loyola Universtiy.
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This edition of The Beau Ideal is dedicated to Seiichiro Takahashi
The Beau Ideal

John Philip Sousa

edited by John R. Bourgeois
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