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VARIATIONS ON A REVOLUTIONARY HYMN

VARIATIONS ON A REVOLUTIONARY HYMN was the final major work from the eminent composer
Claude T. Smith. It was commissioned by the United States Army Field Band (William Clark, conductor)
and premiered by that organization at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., in September 1987. The
concert was a gala affair marking the 200th anniversary of the United States Constitution. The
composition is based on the familiar hymn How Firm A Foundation, which first appeared in hymnals
with copyright dates of 1787.

Claude Smith’s first published work was Emperata Overture, released by Wingert-Jones in 1964. In the
ensuing 23 years, he composed extensively for band, orchestra, choral and ensemble, with well over 125
compositions carrying his name and style. He was equally comfortable writing for the junior high level
or a grade 6 service band. United States Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine bands have all been the
recipients of his generous pen and repertoires everywhere have been enhanced by his genius.

We respectfully dedicate this final work to the memory
of an outstanding composer and dear friend -

Claude T. Smith
1932 - 1987
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