
Foreword
Christmas comes but once a year. Yet when the season is over, I still haven’t listened to nearly all of my Christmas 
CDs or played through all of my favorite arrangements. I can’t get enough of Christmas music! That’s why it was 
such a joy to arrange this book. I purposely chose some lesser-known carols to mix with time-tested favorites. 
 
Like Mark Hayes: Hymns for the Intermediate Pianist (70/1554L), these carol settings sound advanced, but are 
very accessible to play. Dare I say, many of you could sightread these and be ready for a performance. We all 
need “ready to go” music at our disposal that sounds like we’ve been practicing for weeks! 
 
Here are some of the features of the arrangements in this collection:
 • Each arrangement is 3 minutes or less in length, meaning less pages to turn
 • There are no chords that require a large hand spread. Anything over an octave can be rolled
 • The same great harmonies, modulations and rhythms as my advanced music, just made simpler
 • Perfect for young pianists or for those with limited practice time
 • The arrangements sound difficult, but are easy to play
 • Lush, rich chords with fewer notes in each hand

These pieces may be played in worship settings, Christmas concerts, candlelight services and student recitals. 
May your Christmas season be enriched by these new arrangements. I hope you experience the same joy 
performing them that I experienced creating them.

             —Mark Hayes
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Level Descriptions
Level 1: Easy to moderately easy rhythmically and in technical demands; hands mostly in the middle of the keyboard

Level 2: Intermediate to moderate difficulty with a variety of musical styles; expanded range and more rhythmically demanding

Level 3: Advanced musically and in technical demands; use of full keyboard, scale and arpeggio passages, and stylistically demanding
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Moderately slow  q = 92
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With a lilt  q = 104œœ
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œœ œœ
3

œ œ œ œ˙
˙̇ œœ

3

œ œ œ#

&

?

23

‰ œœœ>
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Slowly, freely  q = 80
œœœ œœ œœœ
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a tempo
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˙
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œ œ
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Faster, in a spirited swing feel  q = 112
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.œ jœ jœ œ jœ

œœœ œœœ œœœ ˙̇̇
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Moderately slow, with freedom  q = 80

œ

Œ

œœ œ œœœ œ œœ œ œ

œ œ
œ
œ
œœb

œ œ œ œ œ˙ ˙̇˙
˙̇
˙ ˙̇

œ œ œ œœœ œ˙˙
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Tranquilly  q = 60
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