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Earth Aria I

“The world is holy. We are holy. All life is holy. Daily prayers are delivered on the lips of breaking waves,
the whispering of grasses, the shimmering of leaves.”

—Terry Tempest Williams

I. God Says Beauty

In the beginning
in the beginning
of God’s creating
God said
Let there be.
And there is.

The galaxy patterns the atom
the sun patterns the eye
the cloud patterns the gneiss
the whirlwind patterns the nest
And God says
Tov! Beauty!

the cavern patterns the womb
the basalt patterns the cell
the crystal patterns the bone
the mud patterns the pelt
And God says
Tov! Beauty!

the river patterns the tree
the tree patterns the leaf
the root patterns the crown
the fern patterns the frost
the delta patterns the blood
the vine patterns the branch
the lightning patterns the thought
And God says
Beauty!

the dune patterns the fur
the web patterns the wing
the snowline patterns the brain
the meander patterns the poem
And God, and God says
“Beauty!”

And creation, creation sings
“Glory!”

—Susan Palo Cherwien and Genesis 1
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Earth Aria II
“Power is not brute force and money; power is in your spirit. Power is in your soul. It is what your

ancestors, your old people gave you. Power is in the earth; it is your relationship to the earth.”

—Winona LaDuke

II. Earth Speaks: The Reproach

O my people,
what more could I have done for you
that I have not done?
Answer me.
Answer me.

My seas in your cells
My rock in your bones
My sky in your breath
My sun in your thought

Is it nothing to you
all you who pass by?
Behold and see
if there be any sorrow
like unto my sorrow…
behold and see.

Your greed soils my seas
Your waste fires my rock
Your wrath floods my sky
Your sloth clouds my sun

O my people,
what more could I have done for you
that I have not done?
Answer me.
Answer me.

—Micah 6:3; Lamentations 1:12;  
with tropes by Susan Palo Cherwien
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Earth Aria III

“When the axe came into the forest, the trees said: The handle is one of us.”

—an African proverb as cited by Alice Walker in Possessing the Secret of Joy

III. Ashamnu (We Have Trespassed)

O God, Mystery pulsing
through all and in all and for all that is—
God of all generations,
let our prayers rise, rise before you
let them not fade, fade like wisps of smoke
we are not made of brass
we are not loath to bow
we do not scoff, saying
“No, we have not sinned!”*
we know, we know,
Indeed we have sinned
our ancestors have sinned
we have all sinned
against You, O God,
against You,
and against Your creation.
Ah,
we have axed
we have barbed
we have caged, we have charred
Ah=
we have dammed, we have deflowered
we have eclipsed, we have empired
we have fenced
we have gorged
we have hoarded
we have ignored
Ah…
we have jaded
we have killed
loosed, marred, nulled
we have orphaned
we have poisoned
quashed, robbed, ruined
Ah!

* At each of the bold words, the singers strike their chests with the fist of their right hand, about at heart level. 
Not hard, but like a knock to awaken the heart.
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Earth Aria IV

For that brief moment
when the fire-fly went out…O

the lonely darkness.

—Taschibana Hokushi

we have stomped, we have saddened
we have tethered, we have threatened
we have undermined, uprooted,
violated, wasted
we have excluded, executed
we have extracted, we have exhausted
we have yawned, we have dozed…
Ah.

O God, Mystery pulsing
through all and in all and for all that is—

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Amen

—Susan Palo Cherwien,  
based on the Ashamnu, “We have trespassed,”  

Jewish prayer from Yom Kippur

IV. Hozhóogo naasháa doo:  
May I Walk in Beauty

May I walk in Beauty like the stars
	 like sun on leaf, so may I walk
May I walk in Beauty like the mist
	 like dew on field, so may I walk
May I walk in Beauty like the breeze
	 like night on sky, so may I walk
May I walk in Beauty like the earth
	 like moss on rock, so may I walk

Beauty in my feet
Beauty in my hands
Beauty in my heart
Beauty in my eyes
Beauty in my words.

—Susan Palo Cherwien,  
based on a traditional Diné prayer
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Earth Aria II: Power Is in the Earth
Winona LaDuke

Text: “Power is in the Earth” Copyright © Winona LaDuke.  All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Copyright © 2023 Steve Heitzeg, admin. Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.
All rights reserved. www.MorningStarMusic.com
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II. Earth Speaks: The Reproach
Susan Palo Cherwien

Text:: Copyright © 2020 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. 
All rights reserved.  www.MorningStarMusic.com
Music: Copyright © 2023 Steve Heitzeg, admin. Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.
All rights reserved. www.MorningStarMusic.com
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Earth Aria III: When the Axe Came into the Forest
African proverb as cited by Alice Walker in
Possessing the Secret of Joy

Text:: “When the axe came into the forest,” proverb, public domain. 
Music: Copyright © 2023 Steve Heitzeg, admin. Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.
All rights reserved. www.MorningStarMusic.com
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III. Ashamnu (We Have Trespassed)   
Susan Palo Cherwien

Text: Copyright © 2020 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. 
All rights reserved.  www.MorningStarMusic.com
Music: Copyright © 2023 Steve Heitzeg, admin. Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.
All rights reserved. www.MorningStarMusic.com
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Earth Aria IV: For That Brief Moment
Tachibana Hokushi

Text: Hokushi (1665–1718). “For that brief moment.” Translated by Peter Beilenson, published in The Four Seasons © 1958 by Peter PauperPress, 
Inc. www.peterpauper.com. Used with permission.
Music: Copyright © 2023 Steve Heitzeg, admin. Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.
All rights reserved. www.MorningStarMusic.com
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IV. Hozhóogo naasháa doo: May I Walk in Beauty
Susan Palo Cherwien, based on a traditional Diné prayer

Text: Copyright © 2020 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. 
All rights reserved.  www.MorningStarMusic.com
Music: Copyright © 2023 Steve Heitzeg, admin. Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.
All rights reserved. www.MorningStarMusic.com
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