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London Bridge was originally written for brass quintet and later scored for woodwinds. Below is the
composer recalling the brass quintet version’s premiere.

London Bridge was designed to appeal to children, but also to the child remaining in the rest of us. It kind
of developed as it went along and ended up where it is today if that makes any sense at all. A few days after
the first draft was finished I took it to a clinic for high school band members (including some of my own
students) at one of the Anchorage schools. The clinic was put on by the Canadian Brass who were in
Anchorage on a concert tour. They sight read it at the clinic. I even asked them to autograph the parts.
They did. 1 did not have the nerve to ask them what they thought about it, and they offered me no opinion.
That may have been good.

J.P.

PREVIEW ONLY

James Parcel was born and raised in Portland, Oregon. He attended the University of Oregon (Eugene), achieving a bachelors
degree in music. He moved to Anchorage, Alaska where he taught band at the High School level for over thirty years. Mr. Parcel
received a masters degree in Music Education also from U of O.

Jim has always been an active trombone player playing in the Anchorage Symphony Orchestra, several jazz ensembles and combos
as well as in brass quintets. He started experimenting with composing and arranging in his early years of teaching and his interest in
composition continues.
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