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And the Word became flesh and lived among us.
John 1:14 (NRSV)

But be doers of the word.
James 1:22 (NRSV)
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ALWAYS SUNDAY

Ob, the saints,
not the statues,

the ones whose fra

my nose re' er )
whose voices r ber as music.
Oh, the saints

e ence for daily life

nedglass,

sence of God wrappe eir souls

e shawls in a vast coolness.

Oh, the saints
who carried the
and their
like t ied theblood in their veins

and
L /N,
t

ho close the gap,

eir lungs.

are the priests,
the saints

o remind us and show us,
ho pray smooth stones,
whose flesh is the word.
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INTRODUCTION
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How, when, where shall we bow before You?
How, when, where shall we stand with the martyrs?

Give us the words of weeping.

Letour “Yes” be yes, a

no matter the cost.

n-
ear our prayer,
our worship:
rwords beco

e God is God. That is not a redundant tongue-

ommunication (in this case printed English prose) trying
. One step beyond the first sentence is silence. One step
t sentence is this attempt: We worship God because the Creator
because the Redeemer is the agent of creation’s salvation, and

Holy Spirit comforts all of creation in its suffering and turmoil.
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LET OUR WORDS BECOME FLESH

The worldview of individuals and congregations is shaped in worship. Thus
shaped, we live. We flesh out the words of our worship. If the Church is to rise
with courage and action, declaring “Jesus is Lord,” it must first kneel in humble
worship. Humility and courage are coupled as the worshiper is transformed
by prayer and praise. Triumphalism is not the worship of the Christ-follower.
Neither are nationalism or patriotism in Christian worship. The worship of
Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, three-in-one, transforms’ouriresponse to
influences and influencers. Transformation toward Christ-likenéss is often
measured in small steps that show significant change over time:"On occasion,
the transformation takes place in larger, more stunning segments. Whatever the
pace, the words of our worship are in the process of becoming flesh, our flesh, in
a transformed and transforming worldview. Ifthe transformation is not toward
Christ-likeness, the worship was, and is, misshapen and misguided.

It is the Holy Spirit who awakens us to worship, draws us toward worship,
guides our worship planning, leading, and‘participation. Having worshiped ,it
is the Holy Spirit who keens©ur sight and hearing to recognize and resist the
incipient idolatry that would woéo us.

Worship that uses written, spoken and sung language as its vehicle of
expression, begins with a'silent thought.The trajectory, from that point, circles
back around to silencet'thought to prose, prose to lyric, lyricto poetry, poetry to
silence. Propaganda tries.to enter this sequence; but it cannot. Propaganda will
always be found outfor the imposter that it is.

Words have limits, although we seldom explore their outer reaches.Words
do theirbest work when they are chosen for their capacity to present truth at the
surface of their gathering, and, at the same time, combine to create images that
pointto deeper truth, still.

The words of our worship'become flesh even as the Word became Flesh in
John 1. The Holy Spirit comes upon us and places inspired words within us. A
period ofincubation bégins. The words stir within us. Their meaning and impli-
cations begin to'grow and develop. We see the world differently. We see our-
selves differently: There is a transformation of what matters to us. Then, a birth,
as the words become flesh; become the motivation of our living and being. Faith
and imagination and creativity are born. We see issues and other people in the
light of what hasbeen born to us. This is the result of worship that is to, for, and
about God. Transformation is birthed. Our words become flesh in the Way of

Christ: The words of our worship live with us, and we with them.



Introduction

Words for worship come to us from the Bible, from life experience, and
from the whispers of the Holy Spirit. In our worship, the prose of our daily
living and the poetry of our faith and hope mingle with groanings that dwell
deep beneath our words. Worship deepens as it becomes flesh. Come'poets and
playwrights, come essayists and novelists, come lyricists and liturgists: your art,
your words, your worship offered to God in Spirit and in Truth, s called to the
front of fleshed-out, daily, spiritual warfare.

Words fashioned into the scripture and prayer of our worship also become
our refuge. We ask and declare with Peter and the other remaining disciples,
“Lord, where else would we go? To whom weuld we turn? You have the words
of eternal life” (John 6:68). Alive in homilyylyric,andhymn, alive in testimony,
litany, and creed, the words of our worship breathe the breath of God Incarnate
and call us home, even as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings (Matthew
23:37).

The need to freshen and deepén out expressions of worship will always be
with us, whether we embrace an ancientliturgy or a recently fashioned “free”
approach that is imagined to be original and spontaneous. God is to be wor-
shiped, and our ruthless, oppressed and oppressing world must be drenched
by that worship’s overflow. Jesus wept (John 11:35) and weeps. Jesus joins us
in our weeping. Letus, in our worship-become-flesh,join him in his weeping.
We must never cease the study of worship, nor the exploration of worship. Yet,
we must never let:the study‘of worship replace the humility of actual worship.
To becomé satisfied with how we relate to what God has revealed would be to
igniore,ceven fear; on-going exploration of the mystery of God and the further
understanding of the worship of God.Leaving such exploration to professional
theologians, alone, is to settle for virtual commitment of the local congregation.
Liturgy performed in the&anctuary, and made flesh throughout the week, is,
indeed, the work of the people, asis any revolution.

Indeed, it is the people who worship, and, over time, develop and refine
Christian worship by the words they refuse to say and sing, and the words
they are determined to say and sing, at any risk. Therefore, this collection of
spoken moments is presented first and foremost to the people who do the work
of worship;.the congregations, and then to those who have been called to lead
them into thespiritual battle of living the gospel.

Our aim here is to teach (more likely remind) a bit about worship as well

as to provide some crafted words to illustrate or facilitate the specific facet of
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LET OUR WORDS BECOME FLESH

worship under consideration.It is not necessary to read this book from front
cover to back as you would a novel. Still, it is hoped that such an approach would
make some sequential sense and that it would be a satisfying endeavor.

These words and the worship they attend, are not meant to help you, “enter
into God’s presence,” for we cannot escape God’s presence.We do, however,
as liturgical theologian Harold Best suggests in his book Unceasing,Worship
(InterVarsity Press, 2003), continuously make choices throtighout thesday,
every day, to focus our worship toward the one true God, or toward§ome lesser
“god” of our choosing or crafting. It is hoped that the writings you are about to
encounter will be found portable, lodged in yourmind and heart for the purpose
of traveling with you, coming to your aid in thie proper focus of worship, coming
to you with inherent courage, “for the living of these days.”

Many in the know about such things suggest that we have moved from
words to visual images as the main vehicle for our liturgical expression.Given
their report, we suggest here that words, at'their best, do, indeed, create images
in the mind of the reader/hedrer. Our prayer is that the images created will be
compelling and enriching, stirrfing humble courage.

To the extent that words can carry our worship, they must do so with elo-
quence, authenticity, truth, and a bit of mystery; mystery because it is, indeed,
a mystery that God would encourage, hear, and accept our worship.Eloquence,
because we want to present to God the best we have at every offering.
Authenticity, bécause our wotship must be; in fact, ours. Truth, because our
words must.confess who we are and who we pray to become as we transform
towatd Christ-likeness.

The ministry potential of images, visual or mental, is their capacity to invite,
rather than to manipulate. The §afeguard is to be found in the understanding
that worship is to be art, not'propaganda. The difference between those two
encountersis to be found inthe intent.. . manipulation or exploration.How does
one know: the difference? Art refuses to manipulate. Propaganda, on the other
hand, exists toimanipulate, and considers art to be naive, weak, and ineflicient.
Arttrusts the Holy Spirit and the worshiper. Propaganda has grown impatient
with both.

Freeddrom the heavy and oppressive demands of producing propaganda,
the worship planner/leader worships before, and with, the congregation. Then,
as aimember.of the congregation, disperses to live words-become-flesh, to live

“the liturgy after the liturgy.” The words on the following pages are offered
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shipers, not entertainer and audience; humble invocation and enco I, T
than conjuring; this is the aim of the small offering you hold in y Let

worship, itself, observe sabbath by falling into the arms of the H . s ‘
is Lord. Thanks be to God.

humbly and hopefully, even as the congregation is invited into a Spirit-

image of opportunity on Sunday morning.

Images, not prescriptions; invitation, rather than manipulation;

Peace,
Terry W. York
aylor Universit

G* eological Semin

Waco, Texa



Introduction

Many consider prayer to be sy

tion with God; simple enough, cl
to the other person is pa& a

mous with worship. Prayeri ersa-
Later in life we | ing
ersation. We that/being

comfortably quiet with some r lengths of time is
tionship. So, too, the development of prayer and wo
move from speaking, ening, to simply “being
Thereisanide : prayer must be, or mu ar to be, spontaneous
to be authentic. I

e case, wh disciples asked Jesus to teach
't

them to p t would be programming

ra 1 ad to say,
an(?ﬂi e prayer, rendering yo ers inauthentic.” Instead, He
% , the Model Pr: the Our Father. In doing so, He gave us
1

cwords, but, in model: when you pray, let your prayers
r all, God who invites (Hebrews 4:16),

and shaped by God.
the presence and attention of God. At times, it
into the silence (even absence) of God; speaking

e space where God should be, has been. Either way, in

or, for we know the Creator to be good. The fact that we are not
is testimony to God’s love for us. Sometimes our very human prayer

ly audacious (but not without biblical precedent) act of negotiation




Prayers 3

a moment of vulnerability and honesty, indeed. It is a moment of deep faith, as
well.

“Shall we pray.” “Will you pray with me?” “Let us pray.” These are

sions of fair warning. With these words we knowingly expose our he @
risking God’s silence, submitting to God’s will. Yet, God is love, it.
Our loving God receives praise and protest, love and lament, fa d

broken-hearted prayer.

LIKE RAIN

Prayer has come like rain to me; \
to sit and think and listen with me,
to clear the air, to shrink the world an it in

closer, ever closer, to where we sit
and think and listen.

Prayer has come like rain to
to sit and think, and t
to filter sound, to still th nd drawitin

closer, ever quieter, to where t

and think and lis

1, to where we sit
d listen.

A FRAGILE BUITERFLY

Afragile butterfly
onahotday,

bright color struggling,
the search for flowers
amid weeds,

afulllife
inashortspan.
Temporal praise

to the eternal God,

being, as prayer.
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Introduction \

Blessings, spoken in a moment, echo throughout time.

blessing on anot
I atter if the o
, a human being,

er ial
nci he

the Holy

onitself, or

One Christ-follower gak'

moment and special fun
blessing is clergy or laity. Ei
Spirit, serves as a priest. Indeed, a gregation can voi
upon an individual. namic part of a blessing @
tion. The words of would be hollow and ineffective if God were not
present, originatin:

Therefo i eed to be bi la

how.Go i and among us. In pro

ased on what we know of
ing a blessing, we do not tell
ather, we remind ourselves of God’s promises and what God

mber how God

ong us. We remember what God has
mber God’s love and provision for us.
embering, aiming it toward the one or ones
ped by the blessing. We trust that God hears

blessing as a pr
One of-

b
cused. We san ask God’s blessing on our self. There is nothing wrong
with that. ing others, acting if even for a moment as their priest, aligns our

hearts nd humbles our perspective. We ask that the blessing bypass

portant, facets of a blessing is that it is outwardly

us, ost, flow through us, but the end focus is the individual or the group

d. Itis a humbling thing to have blessings flow through us.



Blessings

As Free as the Spirit

May you be blessed to love as Jesus loves, embrace creation
as the Creator embraces, and be as free to do so as Holy
Spiritis free, so that your life might glow with Heaven’s
light in this world’s present darkness. Amen.

Glimpses and Whispers of God

Be blessed this day with a thousand glim
of the ever-present, nearby God, the in

and the guiding and comforting Spi&
day by an unusual sense that God is wit
this day with glimpses and whispers of Go

Eternal God Redeems Ti'

Be blessed by minutes slo
late stretched into a full day o
silence that has

ours. Be blessed by

easily into mi
has made, be

s. Be blessed by being aware.

ng, perhaps weeping, but

ent so that you is love for all of us, for each of us;

t you might see His love for you. Amen.

y pain. Feel the hurt of hunger, of sickness, of poverty,
in others and within yourself. The blessing is in

nd fuller embrace of The Way, The Truth, and The

e blessings of birth and resurrection await. Amen.
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CHILD DEDICAT
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Introduction \

The lifting up of a child befor d is a holy moment for
gregation: ministers, congregant nd children. Lik
childisa gift from God, a ur dedicated ste
of the moment gathers the ¢

huddled embrace of new life, fragi

emories and hopes,

and doubts, joy and f

business meeting s, high holy service arking lot conversa-

tions are drawn ba starting point, ry point of Church itself. It’s all
drawn back ul ero” where t unting of whatever your congre-
1 over again. New li s into the congregation’s old

man need ignored. “Be reminded,” reads

ery human beingis a person who needs

of stark recalibration of what really matters in
a baby to carry such an important message. We
services to properly receive and honor the divine word.
y steeple, under every star, brings the message. Here are
ber. Start again. Do not reject the message. Do not reject the
iving and acknowledging the message causes us to ask, “Who

ctly, is being dedicated?”



Child Dedication 25

lives and decision making. Our mature editing of the teachings of Christ is force
to plead its case against the backdrop of lessons of which children are our,
effective teachers. The paradox can become a Spirit-blessed dynamic tens
are God’s children. We are to approach Jesus, his teachings, and his kirigdo
child. These metaphors call us back from our ways to His Way, The

When we dedicate a child, we reorient, once again, our relat

We are called again to humility before the Divine Pare

old the
child. Know, anew, that you are a child of God. e k to meat” in

our Christian maturity. We are brothers and in, Christ. We ne

v
cease to be children of God. Indeed, all pe?ns acesare children of G
Worship reminds us of the blanket of mer ly ped around us.

Hear Our Humble Cry
We lift this child toy od aswe bow before yo
have given us, we acce recious gift. But this gif

nothing else in life. We de is child, and ourselv
Giver of all life. Lift us up, eve i
eonly God. Attend to t
our congreg ) ou shape this
child throug

Earthly parenthood does not make us equal to God or G

humble cry. Yo

Each Ba r

baby’s cry

scrapes aknee

to feel the pain of children

is a
%n s around the world.
Leade ac covery by our children
call for us to renew our wonder of creation.
er: He

re, today, at this dedication

: we embrace, again, our humility before
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.



Introduction

Let us remember the importaneer of saying the right wor ight
time: the courageous words at th time, the comfortin he
heart-breaking time, the i the crucial Qead' is

the result and one of the func ritual. Litanies are o facilitate
tio truths deep

to by persons who

ey cause the worshiper to
and to do so in rhythm, the

ch us to say “please” and “thank you,” “yes

es saying the right words at the right
them with all our heart at the time. It is
the right words at the right time, even if we don’t
e. This may sound inauthentic and empty, but
e settings as children are raised and formed. This
imes merely rote, rehearsal has been experienced by all
can handle the truth of our sporadic and inconsistent
the words. Can we? The short rituals that we call litanies are
rainwashing or indoctrination. Rather, they are the planting
prepared rows, seeds of truth that will blossom into beautiful fruit

s, even in seasons and gardens of lies.



Litanies

It Is Christmas

Leader: Itis Christmas! God has given us the gift of a baby.

People: God is the gracious giver of all good gifts. Babies
are precious. Babies are also demanding.

Leader: The baby Jesus calls us to humility.

People: We will focus on life’s basic needs and speak
the simple language of Jesus.

Leader: The baby Jesus calls us to newly bo fo

People: We are surprised, and our hear
by this new capacity to love?

Leader: The baby Jesus calls us to consi He has entered.

People: He makes us aware of babies who ngry,
babies who are sick, babies who are mistreated,
their families.

babies who are separ;

Leader: The babyjes'all ath.

People: We have aren tion for rest and

Leader: The baby Jesus cal o new depths ofjj

People: Wear inded that laughter and si gand

gen d growth.

All: Let
We send the Magi a baby:.

Lead he Magi to interpret the star.
P y find a child fascinated and overjoyed by light.
er: We send the Magi to give Jesus gifts.

: The find God’s Gift who would give us life.

ople: .
er: ing.
le: boy who needs His mother.
Leadev/\’e s e Magi to validate our wisdom.
o People: w ild intrigued by nature.
e
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Introduction

Benedictions sound a bit like prayers, but in their basic for
like blessings. Benedictions send ast outinto a famine
live and share witness to t' urishes us. Ben
us from the liturgy just ende o

of the people who are believers.
nected to the six day
to words lived. I 0
of this World. Worldview

is transform icti i to ginning.

God is infused int

ns cause us to think differen tworship. Benedictions will

e the door onwi ip after an hour: no containing, storing, or

oveinthesanc orshipisfreed to soarand nestin places

can still be visited in the sanctuary is
eryone in their places of refuge or struggle.
sues and waits, speaks and remains silent.

ouplings nters have the potential of being launched by the
ame bened& . ions are to be savored and internalized. They are a

d by the One who says, “Follow me.” God does not wave

ntle clasp

enediction, rather, God beckons us to follow out into the
work already underway. The benediction says, “Do you think
s something special? Wait until you see God at work tomorrow

out the week.”




Benedictions

What Others Pass By

Now, God goes with you to remind you, to point out to you
what others pass by, to reveal to you what is not seen on the
surface, to whisper to you what is not heard in the noise.

May God heighten all your senses so that you may see Jesus
in others, so that Jesus may be seen in you. Amen

Oh, What a Day

Whatablessed day it is when we real"

t o alk
alone. Although friends and loved o an us, we do
d with us, even

not walk alone. The One who has alway
when ignored, walks with us still, uncondit

ly. Oh, whata
day when we realize that. Oh, aday when we acceptit,
we lean into the day and day ause God walks wi
us. Amen and amen’m t o the deptth
i e

Advent Benediction

Go, now, a mansion,
n. Jesus, their

lk around and

nderstanding of house and
e pray in your name, Amen.

s th you entered this morning should not
a; ey are, once again, entrances. Reenter
God the Parent of All created, the world for
Brother of All, died and rose again, the world
oly Spirit, the Comforter of All, moves in the wind.
resence into presence, holy space into holy space.
er. We always enter. There is no exiting from God, Amen.
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Prose and poetry are not enemi

anthem lyrics are the results of pr

Yet, it is fair to say that and
try holding each othe ble
in the context of worship.
declaring ourlove for God, even si

When, in our worship, w rselves to the tasks bout God,
y thinking of necessity
either shrink God to

abo
prose, or we will find pand our language
od. That expande ge is called poetry.
Eventually, even ust bow to sile the language of our awe. We

to explore the i

need not fea o oly Spirit understands silence as language and is
s. If we insist on pros
maller God. P

c he revelation a

eagertot te sively in our worship, we will
se

allows our words to pursue, receive, and
stery of God.
ting to a truth rather than trying to

eve

ords serve us b

state that trut

en,
ave limitations, but when they are grouped
h

e
et createanin ingsynergy is created. Something more than
sum of its parts ed; something more than prose could have stated is
een. Furth ons as a mirror to our souls, a mirror that could not
er means. Poetry respects the insights, experience, and
er/hearer. The poet, like any other artist, relinquishes

et’s case, this is control over how their words will be heard,

pplied. So, too, the worship planner must give up control as to
rshiper will hear, process, and apply what the planner and the Spirit
d.
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Poems on Listening: in Worship, as Worship

DIFFERENT MUSIC
Each ofus

is both infant and young mother.
Itis life that flows;
music is life only when it flows.

Who is proud?
Who is needy? '
The young and the old
hear different music.
AWOR g ! E
‘Were the wor d the notes awa

the song was composed,

two snow-capped aks
part?

r ey have exist
other,

n high and distant sight o

to a pointin the valley

mall snows melt
er’ssoul,

he mountains

itten, played, sung, remembered:
ord and a note.
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INEVERY WORDLESS SONG

In every wordless song,
ashadow stalks each note.
Itis a poem seeking light,
itis the heartin search of words
that know.

The poem is drawn to the li \
but sees the risk '

in the shining.

So, there it hides

in shadow,

as shadows

behino

The compo

ims to know.

The conductor has a hint.

ayer feels the longing lov

“Come Love,

come know





