Program Notes

Walter de la Mare’s poem “Mistletoe” was first published in 1913, and remains
popular today.His poetry frequently references the supernatural. The scene of this
poem is someone sitting alone at Christmas time in a room under mistletoe.It is
nighttime, as there is “one last candle burning low.”The narrator is tired and lonely,
and somehow, mysteriously,the narrator receives a kiss from an angel or spirit. The
message of the poem is that at Christmas time, there is love for everyone, even if
we cannot see it.In ancient British cultures, mistletoe was thought to bring good
luck.My musical setting is at turns mysterious, eerie, and joyful, as the narrator
gratefully receives the good fortune of this mysterious “kiss.”

Text

Sitting under the mistletoe
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe),

One last candle burning low,

All the sleepy dancers gone,

Just one candle burning on,

Shadows lurking everywhere:

Some one came, and kissed me there.

Tired I was; my head would go
Nodding under the mistletoe
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe),

No footsteps came, no voice, but only,
Just as I sat there, sleepy, lonely,
Stooped in the still and shadowy air
Lips unseen—and kissed me there.

Walter de la Mare (1873-1956)
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