Program Notes

Adam Christensen’s poem “The Harper’s Song” imagines the music_of harps
warming the winter’s night. The music features a modally inflected ‘melody
evocative of English folk-music, accompanied by the piano which imitates.the
arpeggiations of a harp.

Text

When harpers once in wooden hall
A shining chord did strike,
Their songs like arrows pieteed the soul
Of great and low alike.

Aglow by hearth and candle flame
From burning:branch or ember,
The mist of alktheir music sang,
As if to ask in wonder:

Is theresa moment quite as keen
Or memory as bright
AS light and<fire and musie swéet
To warm the winter’s night?

Adam Christensen (b. 1951)

Available editions
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Catalog No. 9157

Commissioned by the Young Women’s Choral Projects of San Francisco,
Susan McMane, conductor

The Harper’s Song

from Two Winter Scenes
SSAA Chorus, Violoncello, and Piano, or Harp*

Adam Christensen David C€onte (b. 1955)

(1951-2021)
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*Harpists may choose to leave out octave duplications and play at a slightly slower tempo to avoid string buzzes.
Text: © Adam Christensen; used by permission.

Copyright © 2023 E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.
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