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Deep in the grip of 2020’s lockdown, Barnaby Smith reached out to see if I would

write something for an upcoming VOCESS album, which would focus on es of
space, the universe, infinity. I was eager to do anything to distract from the ic
and keen to find a text that easily fit on the recording, yet didn’t feel ubi

So I searched, desperate to find words that had never been paired with one
evening, just before giving up, I stumbled onto a poet’s Instagram page. rds
were beautifully and elegantly laid out as though they were art, an me in
like they had their own gravitational pull.

I wrote Clairel Estévez out of the blue to ask permission to e poetry,

She was gracious and willing, so I got to work. The end res t you are holdi
and while we’ve never met or even spoken on the , tangles us. T
years later as I write this, it’s not lost on me whatan 1 her poem
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A ike ours,

Sincere and pure
o be guided b
nto the
a bed of i

Lay down its ivo nes.
Until desti d time collide

\ And m —Stardust.
—Clairel G. Estévez
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Stardust

for SATB Chorus (divisi) unaccompanied,

with opt. Piano or Orchestra ,
Taylor Scott Davis (BMI)
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