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OUR SONG SHALL RISE
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The Arranger

<

Born in 1959, Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in . receivede
Bachelor of Music degree in theory and compositi iversity of id&;
where he performed in bands under Frank Wi ord, and

privately with Richard W. Bowles and usic

degree in studio writing and productig i ity of Miami, studying with
Gary Lindsay, James Progris, Alfred R and Whit Sid%ince 1984,
Mr. Sharp has served as a staff arrang ey World a Services,

providing music for events ranging fro to national television broadcasts.
He has also written for Universal Studios (Florida and Cali@, Ringling Brothers
Circus, high school and college bands throughout t ted‘States, and several
service bands, including th ed USAF Airmen of . Active nationwide as a

clinician and adjudicato . rp’s present focus is on’developing material for
high school and middl cert bands, jaZz bands, and small ensembles. He
where he i poser, arranger, orchestrator,

@g of the hymn Nicaea written by John B. Dykes in 1861.
wn as the melody to the hymn Holy, Holy, Holy, written

, the text of which was derived from Revelations 4:8-11.
efore you comes from Holy, Holy, Holy. The second line of its
s, “Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.”

first stanza

This ar%ment is composed of three repetitions of the melody: the first features

th o) ds, the second highlights the brass, and the third showcases the entire
emble. The ensemble should observe all dynamics because they are crucial to

th ward movement of the piece. This will help in expressing the full emotion of

\the melody.

@ At measure 6, it is crucial that the woodwinds remain in tune and do not overplay;
this first simple exposition of the melody sets the tone for what lies ahead. At measure
25, the brass should perform with a full-bodied sound without overblowing. As the
0 woodwind parts become increasingly technical, the musicians should pay close attention
to articulation to ensure a uniform execution of each phrase. The ensemble reaches
V a peak in intensity at the highest melody note in measure 57; the band should wait
until this moment to perform at its maximum volume. At measure 59, the french horns
should be the predominant voice in the countermelody leading to the final chord.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

to my wife, Sue
Approx. Performance Time = 2:44

OUR SONG SHALL RISE

Hymn Setting of Holy, Holy, Holy JOHN B. DYKES (1861)

Arranged by
. CHRIS SHARP
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