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The Composer

Born in 1959, Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. He recei
a Bachelor of Music degree in theory and composition from the Universit
Florida, where he performed in bands under Frank Wickes and Gary
and studied privately with Richard W. Bowles and Edward Tr i

and Whit Sidener. Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served as a staff arran 0
Disney World Creative Services, providing music for eve
bands to national television broadcasts. He has also wr, e

(Florida and California); Ringling Brothers Clrcus hlg
throughout the United States and several 8

present focus is on developing material i écert
bands, jazz bands, and small ensemble Q area,
where he is a composer, arranger, orchestra e d

music educator.

active

About the

enowned com’os*i band music. He was one of the few
unger bands; many of his best known

d Is. He spent many years devoting his finely
positions for these developing musicians.

sed many com 1 techniques to give depth to his music while
in its tec%l emands. Some became trademarks by which his

could be id ie example, he often alternated between woodwind

Ss passag mmon was his use of hemiolas and a harmonic language

e many of hisipieces a Renaissance flavor. This, combined with his extensive

knowledge of harmony (including jazz harmony), gave his music an unmistakable

sound and f@

He was Qdept at writing idiomatically for the instruments, anticipating and
accommodating the usual pitfalls common to younger players. His knowledge of
theéjindividual characteristics of each instrument allowed him to create rich sonorities

often making an inexperienced group sound much more mature.

\Vjith e limited range available to developing players. His pieces are remarkable,

anse Antiqua is a tribute to Mr. Erickson and the body of work he has provided. It
mimics the form and harmonic style of some of his early works, giving it the feel of
a Renaissance dance. Care should be given to the last note, or reverie of many of
the phrases, that occurs on beat 3. Encourage players to perform this note with the
proper weight and length, without releasing prematurely. This will give the phrase
endings the elegance that is intended.

This piece, like many of Erickson’s works, was written to strengthen ensemble playing.
Many articulations and phrase markings are provided to help with the individual
musician’s interpretations and to provide contrast between phrases. Players should
be encouraged to observe these markings, listening to one another for uniformity.
Percussion parts should be accurate and energetic, but within a dynamic range that
compliments the band. The timpani should be accurately tuned to help accentuate

the wind sonorities. %



CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 1:48

in tribute to Frank Erickson (1923-1996)
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