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e work together in a mutigenerational music ministry at Community Pr
an Church in Pinehurst, North Carolina. In our music and w
found a wealth of resources to assist with the incorporation of tadi

the faith, and a lack of resources for meaningful incorporation of
into worship. We also found numerous resources for adult chqi

applicable to specific dates within the liturgical c ed the concept to
include a brief history of each date and an in ere most suitable for
children’s voices. We published our research, t ild, in a series of articles
entitled For Every Season, There Is a Song. This s n application of contemporary

Christian music to different liturgica
larly appropriate for congregatio

Our next step was to resear [ pportunities for creative worship and
i our research into those creative elements in our
worship services at CPC. O onded so favorably, we created a workshop

entitled Creative ang

and kinestheti€w : ction between the songs, a specific liturgical date,
nvolvement of the congregation.

gage the congregation in worship through participatory activities. We also want-
our creative worship ideas around the liturgical calendar dates that would be ap-
plicable todmultiple denominations. In an effort to make this a comprehensive worship plan-
ning resource for those dates, we included a brief history and/or lesser known aspect of each
liturgical date, a creative worship element centered around the date, and an explanation that
would allow children to understand and connect with the concept/story of each date.

Finally, we reduced the comprehensive song lists from our articles down to a short list of
20-25 songs that we most highly recommend, based on their lyrical connection to the date
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as well as their musical suitability for congregational singing. The determining factors for the
final list were whether the text was appropriate and the melody accessible for children and
youth participation.

The use of the term “contemporary music” in this resource is not only in reference to con-
temporary Christian music made popular by current artists, but also includes contemporary

dates highlighted in our book. Some chapters pr
while others focus on secular themes that are
are not a part of the liturgical calendar. We pr i ework for inclusion of
these themes in worship. We believe this backg i tionTs a relevant place to start
in any music and worship planning.

ain purposes of our book is to create opportunities for congregations to become
icipants in the music and worship experience. In each chapter, we provide ideas to
engage themvisually, physically, kinesthetically, and cognitively in the service and the music.
As Saren Keirkegaard described worship, the worshipers are the actors, the leaders are the
prompters, and God is the audience.’ Actors move, speak, dance, and EXPERIENCE. These
creative worship elements are intended to allow our congregations to experience worship
through active, participatory, and multisensory activities.



Congregational / Children's Worship Songs

We have included a short list of songs that are well suited for congregational singing and
which can be successfully led by children and/or youth. The songs were chosen based on
range, melodic contour, rhythmic complexity and textual relevance. We also evaluated each
song for musical and thematic appropriateness to be sung by children and youth. You may
find more comprehensive song lists in our year-long article series, “A Season fordvery Song”,
published in The Chorister, Volume 67.

The Chorister, June/July 2015, pp. 44-49.
The Chorister, August/September 2015, pp. 35-40.

The Chorister, October/November 2015, pp. 44-48
The Chorister, December 2015/January 2016, p
The Chorister, February/March 2016, pp. 40-
The Chorister, April/May 2016, pp. 44-48.

Choristers Guild Corner

This section of each chapter includes a list of anthems available from
the Choristers Guild Catalog. Visit the online c
and order the anthems and other res
order by phone. Keep in mind th
additional anthems in the catal

00-CHORISTER (246-7478) to
ustive list of anthems, and you may find
needs.

1 Soren Kierkegaard. (n.d.). AZQuotes.com. Retrieved February 10, 2017, from AZQuotes.com Web site: http://www.
azquotes.com/quote/1385243
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‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are important among the rulers of Judah.
A ruler will come from you. He will be like a shepherd for my people, the Israelites.”

Mathew 2:6 ICB — quoting Micah 5:2

Advent

Includes the J, Sundays prior to Christ

dvent (Latin for “coming”) is the beginning of the c ows one
of the holiest events Christians celebrate — the ¢ emes of
Advent are familiar - hope, peace, love, joy —t

debate as to whether Advent should be a penitenti

brid philosophy on Advent. This [ ntually adopted by the Roman church
and became the basis for the dvent many churches celebrate today.

the liturgical color of Adv le to dark blue to differentiate Advent from the clearly
penitential season of Lent.

e represents a gift that Jesus will bring to the world when He comes: hope, peace,
. Just like putting lights and ornaments on an evergreen tree prepares our homes
day, lighting the Advent candles each week and learning about the gifts Jesus
brings prepares our hearts to celebrate his birth on Christmas Day.

During the children’s sermon, each child could be given a Christmas coloring page to pre-
pare for their parents as Christmas gifts. Distribute two crayons to each child (ex: purple and
blue). Tell them to color only the parts of the picture that they want to be purple and blue,
and that they will get more colors the following week. Explain that this kind of picture will
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They took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Jesus. They shouted, “Praise God!
God bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord! God bless the King of Israel!”

John 12:13 ICB

Palm Sunday

Sunday before Faster
he words, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of ! he highest!”
are familiar to every church musician, and often i h the wav-
ing of palm fronds on the Sunday before Easter. ifions can be traced back to

Jerusalem as early as the 4th century; Christians

or olive branches and singing the words abov ark 11:9, Luke 19:38,

and John 12:13.) Palms were a symbol in Jewis God dwells among us; therefore
their use when Jesus came into Jerusalem was significant. g the middle ages, this prac-
tice for Palm Sunday evolved into clergy\and choirs who would process from one
church to another in recognitio parade” from Bethany to Jerusalem.’

Palm Sunday leads the c i Week and “celebrates the beginning of Jesus’ pas-
sage from life, to death, to j

sermons, ang : e suffering and death of Jesus Christ, giving the entire
sphere. Within this context, Palm Sunday can be a wel-

fire trucks? Palm Sunday was the day when the people of Jerusalem had a parade to cele-
brate Jesus coming to their town. Jesus rode into town on a donkey while the people waved
palm branches and called out to him, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the Lord!” The roads back then were made of dirt, so to let everyone know how special Jesus
was, they put their coats over the road. The coats kept Jesus from getting covered in dust as
he traveled. That was a sign of respect and something they would do for a visiting king! The
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———

They spent their time learning the apostles’ teaching. And they continued to share, to break bread, and to pray
together. And everyone felt great respect for God. All the believers stayed together. They shared everything.

Acts 2: 42-44 ICB

he idea for World Communion Sunday began in Church as a gift to
the universal Christian (ecumenical) church." Firs [ at a Presbyteri-
an Church in Pittsburg, PA, World Communi and popularity

during World War I1.? In a time when the secu
designated this day as an opportunity to bring
gether. World Communion Sunday is now cele erous denominations and cul-
tures as a remlnder that we are all one in the fa ’

ortant part of a huge family that has relatives in every
to imagine that you have brothers and sisters in Christ

4 Chlna Mexico, Syria, and Iceland. As a Christian, you are a member
des 2 billion people in 195 different countries.

union Sunday is a special day when we think about everything we have in

ith those 2 billion family members, and they also think about us. One thing we
on with Christians around the world is that we all celebrate communion to
remember that God so loved the world, he gave us his son, Jesus. To celebrate our gigantic
and wonderful Christian family, we all have communion on the same day once a year and
we call that day World Communion Sunday. Now when you look at a huge map of the world
you can remember that you have family in all of those countries, and once a year you cele-
brate a wonderful family tradition together.
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Children, obey your parents the way the Lord wants. This is the right thing to do.

Rev. 1:4-5, ICB

Mother's Day/Father's Day

ost Christian denominations have some sort of recogniti a-
ther’s Day, which serves to honor the importance of . While both

and North America but did not emerge outsid
The American celebration of fatherhood began
State proclaimed the nation’s first Father’s Day.
gained momentum as a way to hon [
of the war, Father’s Day was a nati

vernor of Washington

ar ll, support for Father’s Day
port the war effort. By the end
972, Richard Nixon signed a procla-
ted on the 3rd Sunday of June.

A celebration honoring m isted in_many cultures throughout history. The Christian
tradition of honoring holic Church, with celebrations to bless new
mothers after chilg , many churches celebrated Mothering Sunday,
which originall stians would return to their mother church. The date

evolved into i i role of mothers. The American celebration of Mother’s
e Civil War by activist Ann Jarvis as a way to bring togeth-
5, and to promote the general interests of peace. In 1908, Jarvis’ daugh-
ment to honor mothers in her hometown in West Virginia, and within

Through a Child's Fyes

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day are when children in many different countries celebrate their
moms and dads, and let them know how much they love them. Some children may give gifts,
sing songs, or spend extra time with their parents on these special days as a way of saying
thanks for all of the wonderful things their parents do for them. Did you know that Jesus had
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This is what the Lord All-Powerful said: “You must do what is right and fair.
You must be kind and show mercy to each other.”

Zechariah 7:9 ICB

Patriotic/ Social Justice Th

any churches actively celebrate the themes of patri

brance on secular holidays such as the Fourth

Veteran’s Day, and 9/11 remembrance servic regations intentionally
s de-

aiding people in need, and standing up for wh@k i ' i egory includes sever-
al patriotic-themed songs, but also focuses on ge Christians to be the
hands and feet of Jesus here on earth.

Through a Child's Eyes

Most of us learn the golde
treated. That sound e always follow that rule? If we have a bag

of candy, and oug i ave any, we know we should share it with them
because we ith us. But sometimes we selfishly eat it all ourselves
instead of sh i
, we know we should invite them to play with us since we

o do that for us. We know that is the right thing to do even if we think
make fun of us for including the child in the group activity. It seems
ight thing do, but it is often very hard to do it.

justice” means fair and the word “social” means community. “Social justice” means
d be kind and fair to EVERYONE, even if they are very different from us, or we
don't like them, or they have been mean to us in the past. We talk about social justice in church
because there are a lot of people in the world that are not treated fairly and do not experience
love and kindness. Jesus treated every person he met with love and kindness, and that is what
he wants us to do also. We alone can’t show social justice to every person on earth, but we can
do our part by being fair and kind to everyone we meet, just like Jesus did.
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