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DIRGE FOR THE SAVIOR

Duration £mins. From *“A Christmas Canticle’’
Mixed Voices S.A.T.B.

Text from “A Christmas Antiphony” by Music by
ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE JOHN)BIGGS
, a.s.c.a.p.
Andante sostenuto d = 80
Tabor (small hand drum)
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Thou whose birth on earth
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While)thy stars made mirth, Sa~-vior at thy birth,_
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An-gels sang to_ men, While thy stars made mirth, Sa-vior at thy birth,_
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* The three sections of “A Christmas Caaticle” are available e¢ither as one work or sepsrately.
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God whose heart hath part
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God whose heart hath part
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In all grief that is, Was ‘not mans theqd'dart " That went thru thine heart,_
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In all grief that)is, Was not fan’s the dart __  That went thru thine heart,_
4; LJ J J—l continae throughout the piece following singer’s dynamics.
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In “alligrief that is; . \Was not man’s the dart That went thru thine heart,_
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In" all grief thathis, =~ Was not man’s the dart That went thru thine heart,_
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*Use this pattern in all § measures.

Percussionists must read from choral score)
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his? Where the pale souls wail,
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his? Where the pale souls wail,
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his? Where the nale\souls wail,
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And the wound not his? Where the pale souls, wail,
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Held in bonds(of. death; Where all spi - rits_ quail — Came thy God-head pale
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Held in_bondsof— death, Where all spi- rits_. quail __ Came thy God-head pale __

Held in bonds of death, ), Where all spi - rits quail_ Came thy God-head pale _
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Held in bonds'of death, Where all spi - rits quail _ Came thy God-head pale _
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Still from hu-man breath. Pale from life and strife,
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Still from hu-man breath. Pale from life and strife,
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Still from hu-man breath Pale from life and strife,
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Wan with man-hood came,— ) Faith of mor- tal) life __ Pierced as with a knife,_

Wan with man-hood came, Faith ‘of _ mor- tal _ life ___ Pierced as_with a knife,_
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Wan withhman-hood came ,— | Faith of mor-tal life — Pierced as with a knife,_
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Wan with man-hood came, Faith of _ mor-tal_ life __ Pierced as with a__ knife,
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Scarred as with a flame. Thou the Word and Lord
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Scarred as with a __

Scarred as with a flame. - Thou the Wordhyand Lord
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Scarred as with a__ flame. Thouwthe_Word and_ Lord.
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+In all timefand_space," Heard, be-held, a-dored__ With all_a- ges poured
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In_ all__"time and space, Heatd,be-held, a - dored_  With all a- ges poured_
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In " all time and_spdce, ‘Heard, be-held, a-dored___ With all a - ges poured

In_ all_ time and space, Heard,be-held,a - dored— With all a- ges poured__
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Forth be-fore__ thy ___ face. [ J. Lord,what worth on earth
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Forth  be-fore thy face. (o J Lord,what worth on earth_____
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Forth be-fore _— thy___ face. o_ Lord,what worth on earth
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Forth be-fore thy face. oL Lord,what worth on( earth
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Drew thee down to_ die, What there - in_ was' worth, Lord,thy death and birth,
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Drew thee down to _ die, What there-in_. was worth,_ Lord,thy death and birth,
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Drew thee down to_<£die, What there-in was worth, Lord,thy death and birth,
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Drew thee down to_die, What there-in_ was worth,__ Lord,thy death and birth,
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sky? From the height of night,
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be - neath the_ sky?

What From the_height of Jnight,

. N )y ~
¥ 'L ¥ ¥ ; b wE— T O — . v |
What be-neath the sky? From theZ height of _night,
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What be - neath the_ sky? From the height of /night,
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Was not thine the_ star.__That led_forth/with fnight _ By no world-ly light,
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I Was not_thinethe_ star __ That ded forth with might_ By no world-ly light,_
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Was(not thine the_star That, led forth with might . By no world-ly light,
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Was not thine the. star That led forth with might_ By no world-ly light,—
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Wise men from a - far! Yet the wise mens eyes
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Wise men from a -  far! Yet the wise/mens eyes __
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Wise men from a - far! Yet the wise menseyes
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Saw thee not) moreclear Than they saw thee rise Who, in shep-herds guise,
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Saw theée not more clear Than they saw thee rise __ Who, in shep-herds guise,
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Saw thee, not more clear Than they saw thee rise Who, in shep-herds guise,
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Saw thee not more clear Than they saw thee rise __ Who,in shep—herd's guise,
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Thou whose ways we praise,
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Thou whose ways we praise, __
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Thou whose ways we praise,
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Thouswhose ways we praise,
— YR
e — e —
o _

.......

Clear a-like and dark,

Keep our works and. ways__.

This 4nd all thy days_
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Clear a -like @and)dark, Keep our works and. ways__. This and all thy days_
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ight not born with morn _

Safe in- side thine ark.
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Safe in - side thine ark.

Light not born with morn
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Safe in - slde thine ark.
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Or her fires a &~ bove,_ Je- sus,Vir-gin born, Held of men in scorn,.
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Or herfires a -\ bove,_ Je- sus, Vlr-gm born, Held of men in scorn,_
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Turn thy scorn to love. From the grave-deep wave,
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Turn thy scorn to love. From the grave-deep)wave,
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Turn thy scorn to love. From the grave-deep wave,
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Turn thy scorn to love, From the grave-deep wave;
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On-ly by Thy name. Bid
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On-ly by Thy name. Bid our peace in-érease,
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Bid op- press-ions cease;
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Bid the day be_¢ born.
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Bid " the day be born.
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Bid the day be born.
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