CHORUS PART JOHN BIGGS:

JAPANESE FABLE

for chorus, narrator & small orchestra

Instrumentation: 6 fI, 2ob, 2cl, basscl, 2bsn, 2perc, timp, stringbass

I: Meditation on the value of .time and emptiness
ll: Dance of the frog
lll: Dance of the toad
IV: Dance of the baby turtle
V: Trio
Vi: Meditation on the moon

Vii: The Riddle
Vill: Epilogue

THIS WORK WAS COMMISSIONED BY THE OLYMPIC PROGRAM COMMITTEE OF CALIFORNIA
STATE\UNIVERSITY AT LOSTANGELES, AND RECEIVED ITS PREMIERE ON THAT CAMPUS
ON AUGUST IS, 1984, UNDERTHE DIRECTION OF WILLIAM WELLS BELAN. THE TEXT IS
DRAWN FROM STORIES OF THE'ZEN BUDDHISTS, AND FROM HAIKU BY BASHO, BUSON,
CHORA, HOKUSHI1,4ISSA, JOSO, KIKUSHA.NI, RYOTA, SHIKI, AND SOKAN. SPECIAL THANKS
IS GIVEN TO MISS SALLI TERRI FOR THE USE OF HER LIBRARY ON JAPANESE CULTURE.

Duration: Approximately 20 minutes
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To: Williom Wells Belan and the choirs of California State University at Los Angeles

s MEDITATION ON THE VALUE OF TIME AND EMPTINESS
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Vil: THE RIDDLE

NARRATOR: Lirree Tovo wAs onNLy TWELVE YEARS 0LD. Bur SINCE HE WAS A PuPL/L AT THE
KENNIN TEMPLE, HE WANTED TO BE GIVEN R RIDDLE TO PONIDER, JTUST LIKE

THE MORE ADVANCED STUDENTS. SO ONE EVENING, AT THE PROPER TIME, HE WENT 17O THE ROOM
0F MOKURAI, THE MASTER, STRUCK THE GONG SOFTLY TO ANNOUNCE HIS PRESENCE, BOWED,

AND SAT BEFORE THE MASTER IN RESPECTFUL S/ILENCE.
FINALLY THE MASTER SAID: " Tovo, SHON ME THE SOUND OF T4o HANDS CLARPING. ”

TOYO CLAPPED HIS HANDS. “Go0D,” SAID THE MASTSER. “"NoW SHOW\ME THESOUND OF ONVE
HAND CLAPPING.” TOYO WAS SILENT. FINALLY HE BOWED AND LEFT 70 CONSIDER THIS

PROBLEM.
THE NEXT NIGHT HE RETURNED AND STRUCK THE GONG WITHONE PALM. GoNG
p

v

| &
(wirH PALM OF HAND)

13 "
THAT /1S NOT RIGHT SAID THE MASTERL

THE NEXT NIGHT ToYO RETURNED AND PLAYED
FLUTE MUSIC WITH ONLY ONE HAND.

FLUTE

'z
NTHRT /s NOT RIGHT. SAID THE MASTER .

THE NEXT NIGHT TOYO RETLURNED AND J=60 occel - - -- Rt --.-
IMITATED THE DRIPPING, O F WATER. . - P
Lo, By
o/
mf 3 — T —
\ "
THAT 1S NOT RIGHT SAID THE MASTER.
J P GUIRO 39
290

THE NEXT N/6#T TOoYOo RETURNED 1 f 3 al . - )
74 v VY vV v v

AND IMITATED THE CRICKET SCRAPING HIS LEGS . I—H—f—f——h“fff'f_p—‘—‘f’
S === = =

JANDPAPER

’

‘\
No, Tovo, THAT /1S STILL NOT RIGHT SAID THE MASTER .
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CONDUCTOR CUES PERFORMERS IN ORDER
GIVEN ~ ONE EVERY SECOND. EACH /1S To
PLAY STRANGE SOUNDS FOR ONLY THREE
SECONDS. LENTR/IESOVERLAR.

For TEN NIGHTS TOY0 TRIED NEW SOUNDS .

Oriure 1: (FLurrER rONSUE ODD INTERVALS) & B.ce.: (WE/RD LowW ARPEEE/OK)
@osoc 1: (SawAwk/NG LoW REGISTER) @ Perc 1: (scapsricx bR p)
® C.B. (HARmowics + our oF Tune Dovse stors) B cL.1: (EXxTREME HirH REGISTER ~LAUSHWG)

@ Four soco VoICES AT ONCE S-A-T-8 @ Bsw. 1:0.(EXTREME LeAPS ANDITRILLS)

(AN/MAL SOUNDS)

ST CAT A=Duck T=D06 B:zcCoWw Peec. 2y (RATCHE T OR BEADED couRD)

®rimp: (L1555 + Rim SHOTS)

Ar LAST HE STOPPED COMING TOD THE MASTER . FOR A YEAR HE THOUEHT OF EVERY
SOUND, AND DISCARDED ALL OF THEM, UNTIL FINALLY HE REACHED ENLIEHTENMENT.

HE RETURNED BESPECTFULLY TO THE MASTER. . /f//rﬂour STRIAING THE GONG, HE SAT DOoWN
’/
AND BowED. "I HAVE LEARNED TOVHEAR SOUND, WITHOUT THERE BE/NG SAUND, HE SAID.

MOKURAI _THE MASTER S SMILED .

Vill: EPILOGUE

AT NARA TEMPLE
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IN THE MORN/NG BREELZE
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WITH WHITE INK
THE ART /ST BRUSHES
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