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A Little Symphony of English Carols

Composer’s programme notes

7KHUH�LV�D�OLWWOH�KLVWRU\�WR�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�ZRUN��7KH�ÀUVW�YHUVLRQ��VL[�RI�WKH�ÀQDO�HLJKW�PRYHPHQWV��ZDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�E\�0DWWKHZ�-��
*HRUJH�IRU�WKH�&KRUDO�8QLRQ�DQG�6\PSKRQLF�:LQG�(QVHPEOH�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6W��7KRPDV�DW�6W��3DXO��0LQQHVRWD��86$��7KHVH�IRUFHV�JDYH�
WKH�ÀUVW�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�WKDW�YHUVLRQ�LQ�2UFKHVWUD�+DOO��0LQQHDSROLV��0LQQHVRWD��86$�RQ���'HFHPEHU�������6LQFH�WKHQ�WKH�ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ�
H[WHQGHG�DQG�WKH�RUGHU�RI�WKH�PRYHPHQWV�UHFRQFLOHG�LQWR�WKLV�ÀQDO�SXEOLFDWLRQ��7KH�WZR�ODWHU�PRYHPHQWV�ZHUH�ÀUVW�SHUIRUPHG�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�
E\�WKH�([HWHU�)HVWLYDO�&KRUXV�DQG�WKH�%DQG�RI�+HU�0DMHVW\·V�5R\DO�0DULQHV�FRQGXFWHG�E\�1LJHO�3HUULQ�LQ�([HWHU�&DWKHGUDO��([HWHU��8.�RQ�
���'HFHPEHU�������7KH�ÀUVW�FRPSOHWH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�WKH�ÀQDO�YHUVLRQ�ZDV�JLYHQ�E\�([�&DWKHGUD�$FDGHP\�RI�9RFDO�0XVLF�DQG�%LUPLQJKDP�
6\PSKRQLF�:LQGV�FRQGXFWHG�E\�.HLWK�$OOHQ�LQ�WKH�&%62�&HQWUH��%LUPLQJKDP��8.�RQ���'HFHPEHU�������

7KH�ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ� UHFRUGHG�E\� WKH�.DQWRV�&KDPEHU�&KRLU� �(OOLH�6ORUDFK��'LUHFWRU��DQG� WKH�51&0�:LQG�2UFKHVWUD�FRQGXFWHG�E\�&ODUN�
5XQGHOO�RQ�WKH�0(5�ODEHO��7KLV�UHFRUGLQJ�ZDV�JHQHURXVO\�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�,GD�&DUUROO�7UXVW�DQG�WKH�PXVLF�SXEOLVKHU�0U�6WDQOH\�*HRUJH�
.LWFKHQ��������������,W�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�ODVW�UHFRUGLQJV�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�ODWH�5LFKDUG�6FRWW�RI�5$6�$XGLR�

A Little Symphony of English Carols is dedicated to my mother, Barbara Alice Woodhouse.  

7KH�ZRUN�WDNHV�HLJKW�H[LVWLQJ�FDUROV�RI�(QJOLVK�RULJLQ��HLWKHU�LQ�PXVLF��WH[WV�RU�ERWK��DQG�VWUXFWXUHV�WKHP�LQWR�D�V\PSKRQLF�IRUPDW��,Q�HVVHQFH��
IRU�WKH�FRPSRVHU��WKH�SLHFH�LV�DQ�H[HUFLVH�LQ�DUUDQJLQJ�H[WDQW�PDWHULDO�DQG�IRUPV�WKH��WK�LQ�DQ�RQJRLQJ�VHULHV�RI�QLQH�6LQIRQLDV�OHDGLQJ�WRZDUGV�
WKH�V\PSKRQ\�SURSHU�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��7KHUH�DUH�FRQVWDQW�UH�KDUPRQLVDWLRQV��WKH�FORWKLQJ�DQG�FRORXULQJ�RI�RUFKHVWUDWLRQ��GLYHUVLRQV��ERWK�IURP�
H[SHFWDWLRQ�DQG�DV�LQWHUOXGHV��SOXV��ZKHUH�DSSURSULDWH��IDLWKIXO�DGKHUHQFH�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO�YLVLRQ��6XEWLWOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WR�HDFK�PRYHPHQW�
WR�FRQVROLGDWH�WKH�MRXUQH\��ZLWK�WKH�FDURO�QDPH�FORVHO\�IROORZHG�LQ�EUDFNHWV�WKHUHDIWHU�

��� 0LQLDWXUH�2YHUWXUH��:DVVDLO�6RQJ�� � � 3�

��� :LQWHU�%DOODG��6HH�$PLG�WKH�:LQWHU·V�6QRZ�� � 3�

��� ,QWHUPH]]R��7KH�+ROO\�DQG�WKH�,Y\�� � � 3��

��� )LUVW�,QWHUOXGH��&RYHQWU\�&DURO��� � � 3��

��� )LUHVLGH�)UROLF��*RG�5HVW�<H�0HUU\�*HQWOHPHQ�� � 3��

��� 6HFRQG�,QWHUOXGH��$ZD\�LQ�D�0DQJHU�� � � 3��

��� 5HYHULH��,Q�WKH�%OHDN�0LGZLQWHU�� � � 3��

��� )HVWLYH�)LQDOH��'LQJ�'RQJ��0HUULO\�RQ�+LJK�� � 3��

1. Miniature Overture (Wassail Song)

7KH�ÀUVW�UHIUDLQ�IURP�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�FDURO�¶+HUH�:H�&RPH�D�:DVVDLOLQJ·�LV�DOO�WKDW�LV�XVHG�ZLWK�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�RI�VRPH�VHDVRQDO�OLQHV�
SURYLGHG�DQG�VHW�E\�WKH�FRPSRVHU��,Q�UHDOLW\�WKH�RULJLQDO�LV�ERWK�D�&KULVWPDV�FDURO�DQG�D�1HZ�<HDU�VRQJ�GDWLQJ�IURP�DURXQG�������7KH�
LQWHQWLRQ�LV�WR�LQYLWH�LQWR��DQG�KROG�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI��WKH�OLVWHQHU��IURP�WKH�RXWVHW�

Love and joy come to you,
And to you your wassail too,
And God bless you and send you a happy new year,
And God send you a happy new year.

Merry Christmas, Merry Christmas,
And a Happy New Year!
Merry Christmas!

2. Winter Ballad (See Amid the Winter’s Snow)

7KLV�(QJOLVK�&KULVWPDV�FDURO�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�E\�(GZDUG�&DVZDOO�������������ZLWK�PXVLF�FRPSRVHG�E\�6LU�-RKQ�*RVV��������������2QO\�
WKH�ÀUVW�YHUVH�DQG�FKRUXV�DUH�HPSOR\HG�ZLWK�VRPH�IUHH�coda�VW\OH�PDWHULDO�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�RULJLQDO�WH[W�

See amid the winter’s snow,
Born for us on earth below,
See the tender lamb appears,
Promised from eternal years.

Hail, thou ever blessed morn,
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Peru
sa

l S
co

re 
Only

 

Not 
for

 R
eh

ea
rsa

l o
r P

erf
orm

an
ce



iii

3. Intermezzo (The Holly and the Ivy)

$�WUDGLWLRQDO�%ULWLVK�IRON�&KULVWPDV�FDURO��HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�ZRUGV�DQG�PHORG\�ZKHQ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������2QO\�WKH�ÀUVW�YHUVH�DQG�LW·V�UHIUDLQ�
LV�XVHG�KHUH�

The holly and the ivy,
When they are both full grown,
Of all the trees that are in the wood,
The holly bares the crown.

The rising of the sun,
The running of the deer,
The playing of the organ,
Sweet singing in the choir.

4. First Interlude (Coventry Carol)

7KLV�(QJOLVK�&KULVWPDV�FDURO�GDWHV�IURP�WKH���WK�&HQWXU\��7KH�RULJLQDO�DXWKRU�LV�XQNQRZQ��ZLWK�WKH�ROGHVW�ZULWWHQ�GRZQ�WH[W�GDWLQJ�IURP�
�����DQG�WKDW�RI�WKH�PHORG\�IURP�������+HUH��D�PRGHUQLVHG�VSHOOLQJ�LV�XVHG�DQG�MXVW�WKH�ÀUVW�WZR�YHUVHV�XWLOLVHG�

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child,
By by, lully lullay.

O sisters too, how may we do,
For to preserve this day.
This poor youngling for whom we sing,
By by, lully lullay.

5. Fireside Frolic (God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen)

$QRWKHU�WUDGLWLRQDO�(QJOLVK�&KULVWPDV�FDURO��WKLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�H[WDQW�FDUROV�GDWLQJ�WR�WKH���WK�&HQWXU\�RU�HDUOLHU��7KH�WUDGLWLRQDO�
PHORG\�LV�LQ�WKH�PLQRU�PRGH�EXW�KHUH�LW�LV�PDGH�WR�DOVR�DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�PDMRU�WR�SURYLGH�DQ�XQH[SHFWHG�DQG�SRVLWLYH�FRQFOXVLRQ��7KUHH�
VHOHFWHG�YHUVHV�RI�WKH�H[WHQVLYH�WH[W�LV�PDGH�XVH�RI�LQ�WKLV�scherzo�PRYHPHQW�

God rest ye merry gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Saviour
Was born on Christmas day,
To save poor souls from Satan’s power
Which had long time gone astray,
And it’s tidings of comfort and joy.

Go, fear not said God’s Angels,
Let nothing you affright,
For there is born in Bethlehem
Of a pure Virgin bright,
One able to advance you
And threw down Satan quite,
And it’s tidings of comfort and joy.

Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
Like we true loving Brethren,
Each other to embrace,
For the merry time of Christmas
Is dawning on a pace,
And it’s tidings of comfort and joy.
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6. Second Interlude (Away in a Manger)

7KLV�SRSXODU�&KULVWPDV�FDURO�ZDV�ÀUVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�ODWH���WK�&HQWXU\��7KH�VWDQGDUG�PHORG\�LQ�(QJODQG��&UDGOH�6RQJ��LV�E\�:LOOLDP�
-��)LW]SDWULFN��������������DQ�$PHULFDQ�FRPSRVHU��,I�LQGHHG�WKHUH�LV�VRPH�GRXEW�RQ�WKH�IXOO�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�WH[W��WKLV�FDURO�LV�VR�¶XQLYHUVDO·�
DV�WR�EH�LUUHVLVWLEOH�DQG�KDV�FHUWDLQO\�EHHQ�UHWKRXJKW�LQ�KDUPRQLF�WHUPV�E\�WKLV�ZRUN·V�ZULWHU��$OO�WKUHH�YHUVHV�DUH�HPSOR\HG�LQ�D�JURZLQJ�
KDUPRQLF�WDSHVWU\�RI�LQFUHDVLQJ�LQWHQVLW\�SOXV�D�ÀQDO�YHUVH�PRGXODWLRQ�DVNLQJ�WR�EH�WKHUH�

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
$QG�ÀW�XV�IRU�KHDYHQ�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�WKHH�WKHUH�

7. Reverie (In the Bleak Midwinter)

%DVHG�RQ�D�SRHP�ÀUVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������E\�WKH�(QJOLVK�SRHW�&KULVWLQD�5RVVHWWL��������������WKLV�&KULVWPDV�FDURO�ZDV�VHW�WR�PXVLF�E\�
*XVWDY�+ROVW�������������LQ�������2QO\�WKH�ÀUVW�YHUVH�LV�XVHG�KHUH�DQG�IHDWXUHV�DQ�RSHQLQJ�YRFDO�VROR�

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.

8. Festive Finale (Ding Dong! Merrily on High)

7KH�WXQH�RI�WKLV�&KULVWPDV�FDURO�ÀUVW�DSSHDUHG�LQ�D�)UHQFK�GDQFH�ERRN�Orchésographie ZULWWHQ�E\�-HKDQ�7DERXURW��������������7KH�
WH[W�LV�IURP�WKH�(QJOLVK�FRPSRVHU�*HRUJH�5DWFOLIIH�:RRGZDUG��������������7KH�DFWXDO�FDURO�ZDV�ÀUVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������&KDUOHV�:RRG�
������������KDUPRQLVHG�WKH�PHORG\�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�ZLWK�:RRGZDUG·V�WH[W�DQG�WKLV��RXWVWDQGLQJ�FRQWULEXWLRQ��LV�PXFK�DGKHUHG�
WR�KHUH�ZKHQ�WKH�UHIUDLQ�LV�UHDFKHG��2WKHUZLVH�PXFK�IUHH�SOD\�LV�PDGH�WR�GHOLYHU�D�VXLWDEOH�ÀQDO�PRYHPHQW�DQG�FORVH�WKH�ZRUN�ZLWK�D�
JORULRXV�coda�LQ�JUHDW�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�&KULVWPDV�

Ding dong! Merrily on high,
In heaven the bells are ringing;
Ding dong! verily the sky
Is riven with an angel singing.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

Even so here below,
Let steeple bells be swungen,
And io, io, io,
By priest and people sungen.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you dutifully prime
Your matin chime, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rhyme
Your evetime song, ye singers.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

1RWHV��������0DUWLQ�(OOHUE\
2ULJLQDO�:RUGV�DQG�0XVLF��SXEOLF�GRPDLQ��������0(0�3XEOLFDWLRQV
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INSTRUMENTATION

3LFFROR
��)OXWHV
��2ERHV

��%�ÁDW��st�&ODULQHWV
��%�ÁDW��QG�&ODULQHWV
��%�ÁDW��UG�&ODULQHWV

%�ÁDW�%DVV�&ODULQHW
��%DVVRRQV

��(�ÁDW�$OWR�6D[RSKRQHV
%�ÁDW�7HQRU�6D[RSKRQH
(�ÁDW�%DULWRQH�6D[RSKRQH

��%�ÁDW�7UXPSHWV
��)�+RUQV
��7URPERQHV���UG�%DVV�
(XSKRQLXP
��7XEDV

6$7%�&KRLU��ZLWK�GLYLVLRQV�

'RXEOH�%DVV

3LDQR

7LPSDQL

��3HUFXVVLRQ�²��VW�	��QG�&ODVKHG�&\PEDOV��6LGH�'UXP����;\ORSKRQHV��RU���	�0DULPED�SOD\HG��YH���%DVV�'UXP��9LEUDSKRQH��
0DULPED� ��� RU� �� VKDUHG��� 6XVSHQGHG�7ULDQJOH�� /RZ�	�+LJK� 6XVSHQGHG�&\PEDOV�� ��*ORFNHQVSLHOV��7DP�WDP��7XEXODU� %HOOV��
7ULDQJOH��0DUN�WUHH��5LGH�&\PEDO��:RRG�%ORFN��7DPERXULQH�

'XUDWLRQ��FLUFD����PLQXWHV

3XEOLFDWLRQ�LPDJH��6WDLQHG�JODVV�URXQGHO�ZLWK�WKH�1DWLYLW\�IURP�WKH�&ORLVWHUV�&ROOHFWLRQ��0HWURSROLWDQ�0XVHXP�RI�$UW
�SXEOLF�GRPDLQ��

�������0(0�3XEOLFDWLRQV
ZZZ�PDUWLQHOOHUE\�FRP

)XOO�6FRUH��0(0���
6HW�RI�3DUWV��0(0���$
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Biography

0DUWLQ�(OOHUE\�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�(QJODQG�LQ�������+H�VWXGLHG�FRPSRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�-RVHSK�+RURYLW]��:��6��/OR\G�:HEEHU�DQG�:LOIUHG�-RVHSKV��$Q�HDUO\�
5HTXLHP�DQG�0LVVD�%UHYLV�OHG�WR�IXUWKHU�FKRUDO�ZRUNV�VXFK�DV�WKH�0DVV�RI�6W�7KRPDV�$TXLQDV�DQG�$�/LWWOH�6\PSKRQ\�RI�(QJOLVK�&DUROV��9RFDO�
HOHPHQWV�KDYH�IRXQG�WKHLU�ZD\�LQWR�PXFK�RWKHU�PXVLF�LQFOXGLQJ�7KH�&ULHV�RI�/RQGRQ��5R\DO�:LQGVRU�3RUWUDLWV��(OL]DEHWKDQ�0DVTXHUDGH�DQG�
7ULEXWHV�SOXV�IXUWKHU�FDURO�DQG�VRQJ�VHWWLQJV���

+LV�PXVLF�KDV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�PDQ\�RWKHU�IRUPV�LQFOXGLQJ�RUFKHVWUDO��FRQFHUW�	�EUDVV�EDQGV��DORQJ�ZLWK�LQVWUXPHQWDO�DQG�FKDPEHU��FRPSOLPHQWHG�
E\�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�HGXFDWLRQDO�DQG�H[DPLQDWLRQ�PXVLF�PDWHULDO��7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�SHUIRUPHG�DQG�EURDGFDVW�DW�YHQXHV�ZRUOGZLGH��$�VHYHQ�\HDU�SRVW�
DV�FLYLOLDQ�FRPSRVHU�LQ�UHVLGHQFH�WR�WKH�5HJLPHQWDO�%DQG�RI�+HU�0DMHVW\·V�&ROGVWUHDP�*XDUGV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�PXFK�PXVLF�IRU�VSHFLÀF�6WDWH�HYHQWV��
5R\DO�RFFDVLRQV�DQG�RYHUVHDV�WRXUV��2WKHU�UHVLGHQFLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�IXOÀOOHG�LQ�(XURSH��1RUWK�	�6RXWK�$PHULFD�DQG�$XVWUDODVLD��

+H�KROGV�D�'RFWRU�RI�0XVLFDO�$UWV�'HJUHH�DQG�DQ�+RQRUDU\�'RFWRU�RI�/HWWHUV�'HJUHH�DORQJ�ZLWK�ÀYH�)HOORZVKLSV��$PRQJVW�KLV�YDULRXV�DZDUGV�DUH�
WKH�:HVWPLQVWHU�3UL]H��WKH�$UWV�&RXQFLO�RI�*UHDW�%ULWDLQ�'LR�)XQG�$ZDUG��WKH�)UHHGRP�RI�WKH�&LW\�RI�/RQGRQ��WKH�*HRUJH�%XWWHUZRUWK�0HPRULDO�
)XQG��WKH������&ODVV�RI�WKH�5R\DO�0LOLWDU\�6FKRRO�RI�0XVLF��WKH������%80$�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%UDVV�$ZDUG��DQG�WKH������-RKQ�+HQU\�,OHV�0HGDO�RI�
:RUVKLSIXO�&RPSDQ\�RI�0XVLFLDQV�

0DUWLQ�(OOHUE\�KDV�D�ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�PDUWLQHOOHUE\�FRP
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