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String Quartet No. 1 Shades of Night 1

for Donald Runnicles
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6 II. 8iddl Al-Shafaq
“Twilight.
The beginning of the darkness of night.
When the darkness becomes confused &
obstructs the view of the aspects of things.”
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10 IV. Lacall Al-Sudfa

“The comingling of light & darkness. Meaning the ‘light’ or ‘the darkness’;
or the darkness and the light are called by one and the same name
because each of them comes upon the other.”
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"Like coal. The most intense blackness
of the night & the hottest of summer nights."
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*When 'x' shaped note head is used depress finger on string with greater pressure than that need to produce a natural harmonic
but with less pressure than that needed for a regularly fingered pitch. Subsequent standard note heads indicate a fully fingered pitch.
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VII. jawull Al-Sahar

"The last part of the night. The time of the departure
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of the night and the coming of the day.”

Con moto - = ca. 76
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VIII. Galsdl yadll Al-fajr al-katheb
"False dawn; That which rises without extending laterally.

Which appears black presenting itself like an obstacle.”
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40 IX. Boball ,adll Al-fajr al-sadeq

"True dawn. The light of the morning. Because it is a
cleaving of the darkness from before the light.
It is the redness of the sun in the darkness of the night.
It appears rising, and fills the horizon with its whiteness.
The day commences."
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