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Program	Note

In	what	is	now	an	Olympic	track	event,	the	first	steeplechases	were	horse	races	that
consisted	of	participants	racing	from	one	steeple	to	the	next.	Church	steeples	were	used	as
guides	due	to	their	high	visibility.	Inevitably,	many	obstacles	were	encountered	along	the
way.	Steeplechase	is	an	up-tempo,	energetic	piece	that	pays	tribute	to	these	wild	races.
	
Steeplechase	features	a	melody	based	upon	the	mixolydian	mode—essentially	a	major	scale
with	a	lowered	seventh	degree.	Coincidentally,	Charlie	Parker’s	bebop	tune	of	the	same
name	begins	with	a	riff	that	also	features	the	lowered	seventh	scale	degree!

Performance	Considerations

e	penultimate	bar	quotes	Charlie	Parker's	Steeplechase;	it's	meant	to	be	swung!

Premiere:
February	5,	2020

Iowa	City	West	High	School
Iowa	City,	IA

South	East	Iowa	Bandmasters	Association	Junior	High	School	Honor	Band	2020;
Aaron	Perrine,	conductor
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INSTRUMENTATION:

Flute
Oboe

Bassoon
Clarinet	in	B♭	1
Clarinet	in	B♭	2

Bass	Clarinet	in	B♭

Alto	Saxophone
Tenor	Saxophone

Baritone	Saxophone
Trumpet	in	B♭	1
Trumpet	in	B♭	2

Horn	in	F
Trombone
Euphonium

Tuba
Timpani

Snare	Drum
Bass	Drum

Suspended	Cymbal
3	Tom-toms	&	Triangle

Glockenspiel
Xylophone
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Steeplechase
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