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LIGHTHOUSE CELEBRATION

Lighthouse Celebration was commissioned and composed for the 40th Anniversary of the
Wilmette Community Band; Dr. David Fodor, Director. The band has a rich and storied history.

The title comes from the name of the Gross Pointe Lighthouse, located in Evanston, Illinois,
The lighthouse was constructed in 1873 to serve as the lead lighthouse on the approach to
Chicago, which had become on of the nation’s leading transportation hubs.
While the band is based in Wilmette, Illinois, numerous performances take place in Evanston.

The opening section of this work needs to be performed with much energy and adhering as
close to the written tempo markings, as possible. This is the celebration part of the piece. The
middle (slower section) is written regarding the beauty of the lighthouse. Make sure to follow all
of the musical dynamics and nuisances. Conductors are highly encouraged to make this section
as beautiful as possible. You can choose either a flute or oboe solo. Also, the possibility of
alternating the soloists could be done too. The final section is a reprise of the original material.
Again, try to play with the energy of the opening. It is highly encouraged to cover as much of the
percussion parts as possible.

Notes on the Composer

Dennis Eveland is currently in his 34th year in music education. He earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree from
Western Illinois University, and a Master of Music Education from Vandercook College of Music. He also
earned an Educational Administration Certificate from Texas A&M International University.  He has studied
horn with Roger Collins, Ethel Merker, Arden Keen, and John Thompson. He has also studied with Dale
F. Hopper, Dennis L. Johnson, Christopher Izzo, Roger Rocco, Dr. Victor Zajec, Bart Ghent, Michael
Katterjohn, and Kelly Love to name a few.

Dennis is a former marching member of the Cavaliers Drum and Bugle Corps (Rosemont, Illinois).  He also
instructed the Geneseo Knights (85-86) and Guardsmen (88).  Dennis is an alumni of the Western Illinois
University "Leatherneck" Marching Band, directed by the legendary Dale F. Hopper.

He began his teaching career in Toulon, Illlinois and has spent the past 30 years teaching in the United
Independent School District in Laredo, Texas. He has experience teaching at both the middle and high school
levels. He is currently an Associate Director of Bands at Los Obispos Middle School. Dennis is also a very
active marching band arranger, as well as a composer. He has either written or arranged over 50 selections
for competitive marching bands. His concert works have been published by TRN Music Publishers, C. L.
Barnhouse and Grand Mesa Music. Print Music Source is now proud to have Dennis among our stable of
writers.
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